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TOWN OF HARTFORD 
SELECTBOARD AGENDA 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019, 6:00pm  
Hartford Town Hall 
171 Bridge Street 

White River Junction, VT 05001 
 

I. Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

III. Local Liquor Control Board: N/A 
 

IV. Order of Agenda 
 

V. Selectboard 
 

1. Public, Selectboard Comments and Announcements: TBD 
 

2. Appointments:  
 

a. Consider the Appointment of Dillon Bianchi to a 3-year term on the 
Hartford Planning Commission beginning September 10, 2019 and 
ending on September 9, 2022. 
 

b. Consider the Appointment of Larson Burns to a 3-year term on the 
Design Review Commission beginning on September 10, 2019 and 
ending on September 9, 2022. 

 
3. Town Manager’s Report: Significant Activity Report (No report. The most 

recent Significant Activities Report was presented earlier this week on Sept. 3. 
The next Significant Activities Report will be presented at the regular meeting on 
Sept. 24) 

 
4. Board Reports, Motions & Ordinances 
 

a. Joanne Erenhouse Sr. Solutions, SE Council on Aging (info. only) 
 

b. Norwich School District Request for Hartford Sanitary Sewer Extension 
to Marion Cross Elementary School (info. only) 
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c. Green Mountain Power Utility Relocation Permit – Locust St. between 
Hartford Ave. and the Wilder School (motion required) 

  
d. FY19 Fiscal Year End Preliminary Financial Report (Pre-audit, info. 

only) 
 

e. FY21 Budget Process and Guidance (workshop) 
 

f. CIP Rubric Training (workshop) 
 

5. Commission Meeting Reports: TBD 
 

6.   Consent Agenda (Mot Req.): 

 Approve Payroll Ending: 9/7/2019 
 Approve Meeting Minutes of: 9/3/2019  
 Approve A/P Manifest of: 9/6/2019 & 9/10/2019 
 Selectboard Meeting Dates of:   

• Already Approved: 9/24/2019, 10/8/2019, 10/22/2019  
 

7.   Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting. (Mot Req.) 
 
 

All Meetings of the Hartford Selectboard are open to the public. Persons who are seeking 
action by the Selectboard are asked to submit their request and/or materials to the Selectboard 
Chair or Town Manager’s office no later than noon on the Wednesday preceding the scheduled 
meeting date. Requests received after that date will be addressed at the discretion of the Chair. 
Citizens wishing to address the board should do so during the Citizen Comments period. 















From: Thomas Candon
To: Brannon Godfrey
Cc: Badams, Jay; Teague, Jamie; Anthony Daigle; Jeff Goodrich
Subject: Re: Selectboard Meeting
Date: Friday, August 09, 2019 1:43:47 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL:  DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless you are sure the
content is safe.]

Thanks, Brannon. 

We'll see you then. If there's a specific format you'd like us to follow for the discussion, please
do let us know. And let us know how much time we should plan for on the agenda.

R,
Tom

On Thu, Aug 8, 2019 at 4:14 PM Brannon Godfrey <bgodfrey@hartford-vt.org> wrote:

Tom – Yes.  They begin at 6pm. 

 

From: Thomas Candon [mailto:thomas.candon@hnsb.org] 
Sent: Thursday, August 08, 2019 3:55 PM
To: Brannon Godfrey <bgodfrey@hartford-vt.org>
Cc: Badams, Jay <jaybadams@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Teague, Jamie
<jamieteague@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Anthony Daigle
<tonydaigle@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Jeff Goodrich <jeff.goodrich@pathwaysconsult.com>
Subject: Re: Selectboard Meeting

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL:  DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless you are sure the
content is safe.]

Brannon, 

 

Thanks again for getting back in touch. I think we're all able to make your Selectboard's
meeting on September 10th. Do let us know if this will still work. Do the meetings start at
6pm? 

R,

Tom
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On Tue, Aug 6, 2019 at 11:48 AM Brannon Godfrey <bgodfrey@hartford-vt.org> wrote:

Good morning Tom.  I ran into John Pepper this morning and it reminded I had this email buried
in my inbox.  My apologies for the late response. 

 

The Selectboard meets on August 13 & 27 and September 10 & 24.  I recommend a one of the
September dates based on the existing agendas for August. 

 

From: Thomas Candon [mailto:thomas.candon@hnsb.org] 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 12:28 PM
To: Brannon Godfrey <bgodfrey@hartford-vt.org>
Cc: Badams, Jay <jaybadams@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Teague, Jamie
<jamieteague@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Anthony Daigle
<tonydaigle@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Jeff Goodrich
<jeff.goodrich@pathwaysconsult.com>
Subject: Selectboard Meeting

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL:  DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless you are sure the
content is safe.]

Dear Brannon, 

 

I hope all's well and you're enjoying your first summer in Hartford. 

 

Thanks again for taking the time to meet with us a couple of months back and for keeping
the option open regarding a potential link to the Hartford sewer system. At that meeting,
we'd noted that it might be a good idea for us to meet with your Selectboard to provide
direct background on our findings to date and our process regarding the next steps on the
replacement of our septic system. I believe we had discussed the possibility of getting on
an August, or September, agenda of the Selectboard. What are the dates of the Board's
upcoming meetings? When do you think might be some good options for us to attend? 

R,

Tom
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Please note that any response or reply to this electronic message may be subject to
disclosure as a public record under the Vermont Public Records Act.

Please note that any response or reply to this electronic message may be subject to
disclosure as a public record under the Vermont Public Records Act.



From: Thomas Candon
To: Jeff Goodrich
Cc: Brannon Godfrey; Hannah Tyler; Jay Badams (jaybadams@sau70.org); Jamie Teague

(jamieteague@hanovernorwichschools.org); Tony Daigle (anthonydaigle@hanovernorwichschools.org); Sarah
Finley

Subject: Re: Funder Meeting for Marion Cross School Wastewater Needs, Norwich, Vermont (Project No. 11647)
Date: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 4:18:40 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL:  DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless you are sure the
content is safe.]

Brannon, 

Thanks again for getting us on the September 10th agenda with the Selectboard. We're looking
forward to the meeting and planning to come with as much background information as
possible. 

R,
Tom

On Wed, Aug 21, 2019 at 3:55 PM Jeff Goodrich <Jeff.Goodrich@pathwaysconsult.com>
wrote:

Brannon, our goal with the State is to ask folks about funding options (e.g., CDBG for job creation,
USDA RD, SRF, etc. relative to grants, low interest loans, and other possibilities) so the District can
make more informed decisions about cost, both long term and short term.  We will keep you posted
about funding options so the District can best develop an agreement with the Town if the project moves
forward in this direction.

 

Regarding scope of a possible connection, we discussed with you ballpark flows for the District at 5,000
gallons per day (gpd) and the same for King Arthur Flour, for a total flow in the range of 10,000 gpd. 
We have feedback from The Car Store, Norwich Commerce Park, and possibly The Family Place
indicating that other existing commercial facilities along the corridor have an interest in connecting if
this option becomes a reality.  Although I do not know specific use needs, it seems likely that we could
anticipate flows in the range of 15,000 gpd along the corridor for existing businesses.  In terms of
design, we would anticipate a 4-inch forcemain as a minimum pipe size with pump sizes to
accommodate requisite cleansing velocities.  Given our experience with directional drilling and general
knowledge of the corridor, we anticipate such an approach to avoid (or at least minimize) road and
environmental impacts.  I am glad to share more, including how we look at your existing system, etc.

 

Thanks for the quick response.

 

Jeff
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From: Brannon Godfrey [mailto:bgodfrey@hartford-vt.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2019 3:15 PM
To: Jeff Goodrich <Jeff.Goodrich@pathwaysconsult.com>
Cc: Hannah Tyler <htyler@hartford-vt.org>; Tom Candon (thomas.candon@hnsb.org)
<thomas.candon@hnsb.org>; Jay Badams (jaybadams@sau70.org)
<jaybadams@sau70.org>; Jamie Teague (jamieteague@hanovernorwichschools.org)
<jamieteague@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Tony Daigle
(anthonydaigle@hanovernorwichschools.org)
<anthonydaigle@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Sarah Finley
<Sarah.Finley@pathwaysconsult.com>
Subject: RE: Funder Meeting for Marion Cross School Wastewater Needs, Norwich,
Vermont (Project No. 11647)

 

Jeff – Thanks for the invitation.  Unfortunately, my schedule on the 29th is a little tight for a
trip to Montpelier. 

 

I appreciate your getting your ducks in a row, but we do not have an idea of project scope,
cost, capacity, etc., or even Selectboard authorization to expend funds on the engineering
analysis.  What questions do you intend to ask the State next Thursday?

 

From: Jeff Goodrich [mailto:Jeff.Goodrich@pathwaysconsult.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2019 1:07 PM
To: Brannon Godfrey <bgodfrey@hartford-vt.org>
Cc: Hannah Tyler <htyler@hartford-vt.org>; Tom Candon (thomas.candon@hnsb.org)
<thomas.candon@hnsb.org>; Jay Badams (jaybadams@sau70.org)
<jaybadams@sau70.org>; Jamie Teague (jamieteague@hanovernorwichschools.org)
<jamieteague@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Tony Daigle
(anthonydaigle@hanovernorwichschools.org)
<anthonydaigle@hanovernorwichschools.org>; Sarah Finley
<Sarah.Finley@pathwaysconsult.com>; Jeff Goodrich
<Jeff.Goodrich@pathwaysconsult.com>
Subject: Funder Meeting for Marion Cross School Wastewater Needs, Norwich, Vermont
(Project No. 11647)

[EXTERNAL EMAIL:  DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless you are sure the
content is safe.]

Brannon, it looks like the Norwich School District has a meeting with funders at the State (Davis
Building, formerly the National Life Building) on August 29 (time to be determined).  I wanted to let you
know as we just confirmed the date so you and/or Hannah can join us, if possible/as you deem
appropriate.
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Jeff

 

Jeffrey S. Goodrich, P.E.

President

Pathways Consulting, LLC
Planning • Civil & Environmental Engineering • Landscape Architecture • Surveying • Construction Assistance
Main Office: Vermont Office:
240 Mechanic Street, Suite 100 2060 Hartford Avenue
Lebanon, New Hampshire  03766 Wilder, Vermont  05088
Phone:  (603) 448-2200 Ext. 105   Fax:  (603) 448-1221 Phone:  (802) 295-5101

 
www.pathwaysconsult.com

 

This message and any attachments may contain confidential, proprietary, or privileged information and are intended only
for the use of the intended recipients of this message. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please notify
the sender by return email, and delete this and all copies of this message and any attachments from your system. Any
unauthorized disclosure, use, distribution, or reproduction of this message or any attachments is prohibited and may be
unlawful.

Please note that any response or reply to this electronic message may be subject to
disclosure as a public record under the Vermont Public Records Act.

http://www.pathwaysconsult.com/
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FY19 Fiscal Year End Report

Selectboard Meeting 
Discussion

September 10, 2019
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Purpose:

• To update the Selectboard on the pre-audited 
fiscal year-end financial statements

FY19 Fiscal Year End Report
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FY19 General Fund
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FY19 Solid Waste Fund
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FY19 Water Funds
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FY19 Wastewater Funds
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FY19 Fiscal Year End

Questions?





1

Draft Budget Calendar

FY21 Budget Guidance
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FY21 Budget Guidance

Selectboard Meeting 
Discussion

September 10, 2019



2

Purpose:

• To review the current year budget status
• To discuss preliminary budget drivers for FY21 

Budget
• To discuss the draft budget calendar
• To begin discussion with Selectboard on 

parameters for budget development

FY21 Budget Guidance



3

Current Fiscal Year (FY20) Budget Status

FY21 Budget Guidance

[2/12 into current fiscal year (16.6%)]

• General Fund Revenues
• First half property tax receipts slow – $800,000 less than 

same period in 2018
• Local Option Tax Receipts – on pace for 10% growth over 

first year, est. $305,000
• General Fund Expenditures

• Spending freeze in effect for new requisitions until tax 
collections caught up 

• Payments to School – average of $2.2M/mo. now to next tax 
billing in Feb.

• Bi-weekly AP target for Town is $730,000



4

Current Fiscal Year (FY20) Budget Status

FY21 Budget Guidance

[2/12 into current fiscal year (16.6%)]

• Enterprise Funds
• Solid Waste Fund – revenue at current rates not sufficiently 

recovering current transfer station disposal expenses. Will 
propose new rates in conjunction with discussion of future of 
the transfer station operation at upcoming Selectboard 
meeting.

• Water Funds (50 – Quechee, 60 – White River) – first quarter 
billing due; receipts not yet posted

• Wastewater Funds (55 – Quechee, 65 – White River) – first 
quarter billing due; receipts not yet posted



5

Budget Drivers – Key Operating and Capital 
Expense Increases

FY21 Budget Guidance

• Strategic Priorities for FY21, including:
• Transfer Station, downtown parking, Gates/Fairview, Bugbee 

Sr. Ctr., stormwater/water/sewer facilities, cemetery mgmt., 
Wright’s reservoir, branding/marketing plan, sidewalk and trail 

projects, citizen satisfaction survey, and more

• Federal Funds impacts – these will be identified for their potential 
revenue and expense effects

• Personnel Cost Increases (all Funds):
• Step & COLA Increases (3%), health insurance (up to 12.4% 

or $160,000), retirement (0.75%)



6

Budget Drivers – Key Operating and Capital 
Expense Increases

FY21 Budget Guidance

(dollar amounts for new FY21 budget items or increases over amounts 

budgeted in FY20)

• Elections: August ‘20 Primary; November General election; March 

Town meeting, BCA appeals/abatement hearings (+$28,000 over 
FY20)

• Legal (+$20,000 general legal consultation + $20,000 delinquent 
tax collection)

• Police/Communications – in-car computers, dual-band radios, 
radio system improvements, Police Station HVAC, Comm Center 
flooring ($119,000 to reserves)

• Continuation of annual replacement of 2 patrol cars and 
investigator vehicle leases
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Budget Drivers – Key Operating and Capital 
Expense Increases

FY21 Budget Guidance

• Fire CBA pay adjustment (TBD)
• Fire – Radio system upgrade ($200,000), additional $68,000 to capital 

reserves for equipment replacement
• Planning –

• Upper Sykes Bike/Ped ($50,000), Rt.5 Bike/Ped ($44,000), reserve 
for Quechee Main sidewalk ($80,000), energy audits ($20,000), 
Bugby Ctr. (priority 1 = $117,500; priority 2 = $78,000); parking 
meters (TBD)

• TIF projects: (S. Main Parking lot (TBD), Village Sq. Pkg. lot 
($900,000), Downtown WRJ Infrastructure ($ TBD)

• Parks & Recreation – To reserves for equipment replacement ($50,000); 
outdoor pool (TBD); to reserves for WABA equipment; Maxfield paving 
($150,000); to reserves for park amenities and playground ($35,000)



8

Budget Drivers – Key Operating and Capital 
Expense Increases

FY21 Budget Guidance

• DPW – General Fund ($6.9M)
• additional for Curbside recycling contract ($50,000); to reserves for 

bridge projects ($350,000); to reserves for equipment replacement 
($350,000); Gates/Fairview Ter. (TBD); to reserves for Quechee 
salt/sand shed ($50,000); to reserves for WR salt/sand shed roof 
($10,000); sidewalk repairs ($100,000); to reserves for DPW facility 
repair ($16,000); Quechee Main Box Culvert ($500,000); N. Main 
stormwater ($700,000); S. Main improvements ($1.3M)

• Job description study ($30,000 split 3 ways – GF, WF, WWF)

• DPW – Solid Waste Fund ($262K)
• To equipment reserve ($27,000); pick up truck ($5,000); compactor 

($70,000); roof replacement ($60,000); permitting compliance 
($100,000); site clean up and disposal (TBD)
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Budget Drivers – Key Operating and Capital 
Expense Increases

FY21 Budget Guidance

• DPW – Water Funds ($7.5M)
• To reserves for SCADA and equipment replacement ($15,000); WR 

water main replacement ($6.4M); booster pumps and storage tanks 
(TBD); South & James improvements ($350,000); SCADA study 
($50,000); to reserves for Quechee operations and equipment 
($65,000); Quechee water mains ($850,000); Quechee SCADA 
study ($50,000)

• DPW – Wastewater Funds ($2.5M)
• To reserves for operations ($30,000); WR sewer line replacement 

($200,000); S. Main sewer main improvements ($2.07M); SCADA 
study ($50,000); to reserves for Quechee operations and equipment 
($18,000); Quechee sewer line ($100,000); Quechee SCADA study 
($50,000)
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Draft Budget Calendar

FY21 Budget Guidance
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Capacity for Rate Increases

FY21 Budget Guidance

• With 1.5% growth rate in 2020 Grand List, 1¢ = $140,636 in General 
Fund Revenue

• 3% Rate Increase for Water & Sewer Rates  

YEAR TAX RATE RATE CHANGE TAX INCREASE ON  
$250,000 HOME

FY 2014 .7873
FY 2015 .8520 +6.47 Cents $161.75
FY 2016 .9111 +5.91 Cents $147.75
FY 2017 .9465 +3.54 Cents $88.50
FY 2018 .9579 +1.14 Cents $28.50
FY 2019 .9726 +1.47 Cents $36.75
*FY 2020 .9894 +1.68 Cents $42.00

FY 2020 .9915 +1.89 Cents $47.27
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FY19 Fiscal Year End

Questions?
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    UPDATED 9/10/2019 

TOWN OF HARTFORD 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, September 3, 2019 at 6:00 pm 

Hartford Town Hall 
171 Bridge Street 

White River Junction, VT 05001 

Present: Simon Dennis, Selectboard Chair; Richard Grassi, Selectboard Vice Chair; Dennis 
Brown, Selectboard Clerk; Jameson Davis, Selectboard Member; Dan Fraser, Selectboard 
Member; Alan Johnson, Selectboard Member; Kim Souza, Selectboard Member; Brannon 
Godfrey, Town Manager; Members of the Public: 26 Hartford Residents, 16 Non-Residents 

CATV Link: http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/9109?channel=2 

I. Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting: Simon Dennis, Selectboard Chair, called the
meeting to order at 6:07PM.

II. Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge was not recited; School Board Chair Kevin Christie
led singing of National Anthem

III. Local Liquor Control Board: N/A

IV. Order of Agenda: Simon Dennis requested the Consent Agenda be moved to before
Board Reports, Motions, and Ordinances; there was no objection

V. Selectboard

1. Citizen, Selectboard Comments and Announcements:

Citizen comments: 

Lannie Collins, Hartford: Expressed concerns that Simon Dennis was showing bias; requested 
resignation of Simon Dennis from Chair ship and Board, and/or recusal from discussion of 
FIPP and Welcoming Hartford Ordinance. 

Lori Dickerson, Hartford: Expressed concerns about uncivil discourse at meetings; urged Board’s 

http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/9109?channel=2


[2]  

primary consideration be the citizens of Hartford. 
 

Cindy Salazar, Hartford: Urged the Board to consider the broader community. 
 

Wren DND, Hartford Village: Requested information on coaching/mentoring of Hartford Parks 
and Rec Programs. 

 
Selectboard Comments: 

 
Simon Dennis, Chair: Apologized for speaking without evidence on details of recent local arrests by 
ICE 

 
Dan Fraser, Member: Noted Kim Souza, Member, was being honored as Women Who Make a 
Difference by Windsor County Democratic Committee 

 
Simon Dennis, Chair: Resilient Hartford Potato Fest hosted by Resilient Hartford is August 13 

 
Dennis Brown, Clerk: Stated Simon Dennis showed bias, rules of procedure are not being 
followed, authority of Chair is being abused; requested Simon Dennis step down as Chair of 
Board; Simon Dennis responded he did not intend to step down 

 
2. Appointments: Jameson Davis made the motion to appoint Brannon Godfrey 
the 2019 VLCT Annual Meeting Voting Delegate. Alan Johnson seconded the 
motion.  All were in favor and motion passed. 

 

3. Town Manager’s Report: Significant Activity Report period ending September 3, 2019. 
 

Online link: Sig Acts 9/3/19 
 

Brannon Godfrey, Town Manager, reported on one delinquent property tax sale for $23k; 
Sykes Mountain Avenue Roundabouts Project; Staff meetings with Inclusivity and Equity 
consultant; CATV revenue cuts; Costs of disposing of stockpiled materials at Solid Waste 
Facility; Staff began budget planning; Impact of Welcoming Hartford Ordinance on Town’s 
receipt of federal funds and programs; Scheduled joint Selectboard/School Board Meeting 
for September 11 at 6PM in the Town Hall 

 
4. Consent Agenda: Jameson Davis made the motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda as listed. Alan Johnson seconded the motion. All were in favor and the 
motion passed. 

Approve Payroll Ending: 8/24/2019 
Approve Meeting Minutes of: 8/13/2019 & 8/19/2019 
Approve A/P Manifest of: 8/23/2019 & 8/27/2019 
Selectboard Meeting Dates of: 
- Already Approved: 9/10/2019 and 9/24/2019. 
- Needs Approval: 10/8/2019 and 10/22/2019 and 9/11/19. 

 
5. Board Reports, Motions & Ordinances 

 
a. Welcoming Hartford Ordinance 

 
Richard Grassi made the motion seconded by Jameson Davis that the Selectboard 
place the matter pertaining to Fair and Impartial Policing to a Town vote.  All were in 
favor and the motion passed. 
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Jameson Davis made the motion seconded by Alan Johnson that the Selectboard 
place on the ballot the July 23, 2019, version of the Welcoming Hartford Ordinance 
for the Town to take a vote on. Simon Dennis, Jameson Davis, Dan Fraser, Alan 
Johnson, Kim Souza voted in favor; Richard Grassi and Dennis Brown opposed. The 
motion passed 5-2. 

 
Jameson Davis made the motion seconded by Alan Johnson to amend the section on 
the Human Rights Commission (HRC) to bring the paragraph in compliance with the 
HRC.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Alan Johnson made the motion seconded by Dan Fraser to accept the new Civil 
Ordinance Authority section as amended. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Alan Johnson made the motion seconded by Dan Fraser that the ballot language 
read “Shall the Town of Hartford advise the Selectboard to adopt the Welcoming 
Hartford Ordinance, dated September 3rd, 2019?” All were in favor and the motion 
passed. 

 

Dan Fraser made the motion seconded by Dennis Brown that the amended ordinance 
finalized September 3, 2019, be put on the ballot of the March 3, 2020, Town Meeting.  
All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Public Comment was made by Mike Morris, Hartford; Michael Quinn, Windsor; Peggy 
Richardson, Hartford; Asma Alhuni, Hartford; Wren DND, Hartford Village; Kira Kelly, 
Hartland; Ed Taylor, Quechee; Jeff Cable, Hartford; Laura Wolf, Wilder. 

 
 

7. Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting. (Mot Req.) 
 

Richard Grassi made the motion to Adjourn the meeting at 9:50 P.M. 
Jameson Davis seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion 
passed. 

 
 
 
 
 
All Meetings of the Hartford Selectboard are open to the public. Persons who are seeking action by the 
Selectboard are asked to submit their request and/or materials to the Selectboard Chair or Town 
Manager’s office no later than noon on the Wednesday preceding the scheduled meeting date. 
Requests received after that date will be addressed at the discretion of the Chair. Citizens wishing to 
address the board should do so during the Citizen Comments period. 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
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Municipal Code of Hartford, Vermont 

WELCOMING HARTFORD ORDINANCE 

○ Title 
○ Purpose and intent 
○ Definitions 
○ Requesting information prohibited 
○ Disclosing information prohibited 
○ Conditioning benefits, services, or opportunities on immigrant status 

prohibited 
○ Civil immigration enforcement actions - Federal responsibility 
○ No private cause of action 
○ Exchanging file information 
○ Civil Ordinance; Authority 
○ Severability 

Title 

This ordinance shall be known as the Welcoming Hartford Ordinance. 
 
Purpose and intent 

 
The Town Selectboard finds that the cooperation of all persons, citizens and 
non-citizens regardless of immigration status, is essential to achieve the Town's goals of 
protecting life and property, preventing crime and resolving problems. The Town 
Selectboard further finds that assistance from a person, whether documented or not, 
who is a victim of, or a witness to, a crime is important to promoting the safety of all its 
residents. 

Due to the Town's limited resources; the complexity of immigration laws; the clear need 
to foster the trust of and cooperation from the public, including members of the 
immigrant communities; and to effectuate the Town's goals, the Town Selectboard finds 
that there is a need to articulate its guidelines regarding the communications and 
enforcement relationship between the Town and the federal government. The purpose 
of this chapter is to establish the Town's procedures concerning immigration status and 
enforcement of federal civil immigration laws. 
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Definitions 
 
As used in this ordinance, the following words and phrases shall mean and include: 

 
Administrative warrant. "Administrative warrant" means an immigration warrant issued 
by ICE, or a successor or similar federal agency charged with the enforcement of civil 
immigration laws, used as a non-criminal, civil warrant for immigration purposes. 

Agency. "Agency" means every Hartford Town department, agency, division, 
commission, council, committee, board, other body, or person established by authority 
of an ordinance, executive order, or order of the Hartford Selectboard. 

Agent. "Agent" means any person employed by or acting on behalf of an Agency. 
 
Citizenship or immigration status. "Citizenship or immigration status" means all matters 
regarding questions of citizenship of the United States or any other country, the 
authority to reside in or otherwise be present in the United States, 

Federal immigration authorities. “Federal immigration authorities” means federal 
agencies, departments, or employees or contractors thereof, tasked with enforcement of 
immigration law and border entry, including without limitation, the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), Immigration Control and Enforcement (ICE), and U.S. 
Customs and Border Patrol (CBP). 

Immigration detainer. "Immigration detainer" means an official request issued by ICE, or 
other federal agency charged with the enforcement of civil immigration laws, to another 
federal, state or local law enforcement agency to detain an individual based on a 
violation of a civil immigration law or notify ICE or other federal immigration agency of a 
person’s release from custody. 

Requesting information prohibited. 
 
No Agent or Agency shall request information about or otherwise investigate or assist in 
the investigation of the Citizenship or immigration status of any person unless such 
inquiry or investigation is required by Vermont State Statute, federal regulation, or court 
decision. Notwithstanding this provision, the Town Counsel may investigate and inquire 
about immigration status when relevant to potential or actual litigation or an 
administrative proceeding in which the Town is or may be a party. 

Disclosing information prohibited. 
 
No Agent or Agency shall disclose information regarding the Citizenship or immigration 
status of any person unless required to do so by statute or court order or such 
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disclosure has been authorized in writing by the individual to whom such information 
pertains, or if such individual is a minor or is otherwise not legally competent, by such 
individual's parent or guardian. 

This section shall not apply when such information sharing is necessary to an ongoing 
investigation of a felony, for which there is probable cause, and the investigation is 
unrelated to the enforcement of federal civil immigration law. 

Conditioning benefits, services, or opportunities on immigrant status prohibited. 
 
No Agent or Agency shall condition the provision of Town of Hartford benefits, 
opportunities, or services on matters related to Citizenship or immigration status unless 
required to do so by statute, federal regulation, or court decision. 

Where presentation of a Vermont driver's license or identification card is accepted as 
adequate evidence of identity, presentation of a photo identity document issued by the 
person's nation of origin, such as a driver's license, passport, or matricula consular 
(consulate-issued document), shall be accepted and shall not subject the person to a 
higher level of scrutiny or different treatment than if the person had provided a Vermont 
driver's license or identification card, except that this subsection shall not apply to the 
completion of the federally mandated I-9 forms. 

Civil immigration enforcement actions - Federal responsibility. 
 
No Agent or Agency shall: 

 
1. arrest, detain or continue to detain a person solely on the belief that the person is 

not present legally in the United States, or that the person has committed a civil 
immigration violation; 

2. arrest, detain, or continue to detain a person based on an Administrative warrant, 
including one entered into the Federal Bureau of Investigation's National Crime 
Information Center database, or successor or similar database maintained by the 
United States, when the Administrative warrant is based solely on a violation of a 
civil immigration law; 

3. detain or continue to detain a person based upon an Immigration detainer when 
such Immigration detainer is based solely on a violation of a civil immigration law; 

4. use citizenship and immigration status as criteria for citation, arrest, or continued 
custody under Rule 3 of the Vermont Rules of Criminal Procedure; 
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5. make warrantless arrests or detain individuals on suspicion of “unlawful entry,” 
unless the suspect is apprehended in the process of entering the United States 
without inspection; or 

 
6. accept requests by Federal immigration authorities to support or assist in 

operations that are for civil immigration enforcement. 
 
Unless necessary to an ongoing investigation of a felony, for which there is probable 
cause, and the investigation is unrelated to the enforcement of federal civil immigration 
law, no Agent or Agency shall: 

1. permit Federal immigration authorities access to a person being detained by, or 
in the custody of, the Agent or Agency; 

2. permit Federal immigration authorities use of agency facilities for investigative 
interviews or other investigative purpose; or 

3. Respond to Federal immigration authorities inquiries or share information about 
an individual with Federal immigration authorities. Such information includes but 
is not limited to the individual’s custody status, release date/time, court dates, 
whereabouts, residence, employment, identification numbers, appearance, 
telephone number, and familial relations. For the purpose of aiding an individual 
who may qualify for a U, S, or T Visa, information may be shared if such 
disclosure has been authorized in writing by the individual to whom such 
information pertains. 

An Agent or Agency is authorized to communicate with Federal immigration authorities 
in order to determine whether any matter involves enforcement based solely on a 
violation of a civil immigration law. 

No private cause of action 
 
This chapter does not create or form the basis for liability on the part of the Town, its 
Agents, or Agencies. 

The exclusive remedy for violation of this chapter shall be through the Town's 
disciplinary procedures for Agents under regulations including but not limited to this 
Town’s personnel rules, union contracts, civil service commission rules, or any other 
Agency rules and/or regulations. 

For purposes of ensuring compliance with the provisions of this ordinance, the Governor 
or any Selectboard member may request the Human Rights Commission (HRC) to 
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conduct an investigation of an agent or agency of the Town of Hartford to determine if it 
is in compliance with the Vermont Fair Housing and Public Accommodations Act 
(VFHPAA 9 V.S.A. §4502) 

Exchanging file information 

All applications, questionnaires, and interview forms to be completed and submitted 
after the passage of this ordinance used in relation to Town of Hartford benefits, 
opportunities, or services shall be promptly reviewed by the pertinent agencies and any 
questions regarding Citizenship or immigration status, other than those required by 
statute, ordinance, federal regulation or court decision, shall be deleted within 60 days 
of the final effective date of this ordinance. 

Civil Ordinance; Authority 
 
This ordinance shall take effect as a civil ordinance. It is not a criminal ordinance. This 
ordinance is pursuant to authority and powers of the Town of Hartford, Vermont as set 
forth in 24 V.S.A. 872 (a). 

Severability 
 
If any provision, clause, section, part, or application of this chapter to any person or 
circumstance is declared invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity 
shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder hereof or its application to any other 
person or circumstance. It is hereby declared that the legislative intent of the 
Selectboard that this chapter would have been adopted had such invalid provision, 
clause, section, part or application not been included herein. 
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