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TOWN OF HARTFORD 
SELECTBOARD AGENDA 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 at 6:00 pm 
 Hartford Town Hall 

       171 Bridge Street 
White River Junction, VT 05001 

I. Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Local Liquor Control Board: N/A

IV. Order of Agenda

V. Selectboard

1. Citizen, Selectboard Comments and Announcements: TBD

2. Appointments: Homelessness Committee Interviews and Appointments.

a. Mike Chamness

b. Joie Finley

c. Scott Fletcher

d. Michelle Kersey

e. Michael Redmond

f. Jesse Vazzano

g. Renee Weeks

h. Ex officio Karl Ebbighausen, Hartford Police Sergeant

i. Ex officio Whitney Hussong, Vermont Healthcare and Rehabilitation
Services/Police Social Worker
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3. Town Manager’s Report: Significant Activity Report period ending August 13, 2019.

4. Board Reports, Motions & Ordinances

a. Regional Plan Update (Informational/Motion)

5. Commission Meeting Reports: TBD

6. Consent Agenda (Motion Required):
Approve Tax Sale Properties 
Approve Payroll Ending: 8/10/2019 
Approve Meeting Minutes of: 7/30/2019  
Approve A/P Manifest of: 8/9/2019 and 8/13/2019 Selectboard 
Meeting Dates of: 
- Already Approved: 8/14/2019, 8/19/2019, 8/27/2019, 9/10/2019

and 9/24/2019.

7. Executive Session: To discuss or consider records or documents that are exempt
from the public records laws under the provisions of Title 1, Section 313 (a) (1) (E)

and (F) of the Vermont Statutes.

a. Action pending from the Executive Session

8. Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting. (Motion Required)

All Meetings of the Hartford Selectboard are open to the public. Persons who are seeking action by the 
Selectboard are asked to submit their request and/or materials to the Selectboard Chair or Town 
Manager’s office no later than noon on the Wednesday preceding the scheduled meeting date. Requests 
received after that date will be addressed at the discretion of the Chair. Citizens wishing to address the 
board should do so during the Citizen Comments period. 



































 

 

 

 

                                        
AGENDA MEMORANDUM 

August 13, 2019 
Town Selectboard Public Hearing Item: 4.a 

Submitted by: Lori Hirshfield, Director, Department of Planning & Development 
                      
Subject: Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Plan Update Draft 
 
Background: The Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission (TRORC) is considering an 

update to its Regional Plan, which was last updated in 2017.  The Regional Plan 
is a policy statement on appropriate development, improvement and conservation 
of the Region’s physical and human resources, consistent with the elements and 
goals of V.S.A. Title 24, Chapter 117. Its purpose is to give guidance to TRORC, 
municipalities, developers, non-profits, other regional political subdivisions, and 
the State of Vermont. 

Discussion: In July, the TRORC Board held two public hearings on the proposed update to 
adopt the Plan.  It will be meeting on August 21, 2019 to review the comments 
received to date and decide if to proceed with a Public Hearing for adoption on 
September 25, 2019. The 347-page document can be found at 
https://www.trorc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/TRORC-2019-Regional-
Plan-DRAFT_small.pdf.  

 
On August 12, 2019, the Planning Commission will discuss the draft updated Plan 
and attached letter to the TRORC recommending addressing several concerns 
before adopting the Plan. These include the scope of the TRORC’s authority in 
using mandatory language, the extent of regional impact, and prescribing specific 
allowable uses and land use designations that run contrary to long established uses 
and zoning districts within the Town’s Zoning Regulations and Town Plan. These 
concerns have been shared with the TRORC Board during the development of the 
draft plan and at the July public hearings. 

 
The Selectboard will be briefed on the proposed update and recommended edits, 
and requested to authorize the Selectboard Chair to sign the attached letter to the 
TRORC Board. 

Financial   
Impact:            There is no direct financial impact.   
 
Recommendation: None required.  
 
                   ________________________________________ 
                         Town Manager 
Attachments: Proposed Letter to the TRORC Board 

https://www.trorc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/TRORC-2019-Regional-Plan-DRAFT_small.pdf
https://www.trorc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/TRORC-2019-Regional-Plan-DRAFT_small.pdf


DRAFT FOR SB REVIEW on August 13, 2019 
 
Re:  Town of Hartford Comments on the June 6, 2019 Draft Regional Plan – Chapter 3, Land Use  
 
Dear TRORC Board Members: 
 
With two public hearings completed, the Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Planning 
Commission is well along to approving a revised regional plan. We appreciate all the work that 
the TRORC staff and Commission have done over the past year on the update of the Regional 
Plan.   Our reading of Chapter 117 of the Vermont Statutes suggests to us that for the majority 
of the policies listed in the Chapter 3, Land Use, the Commission is not required by statue to set 
absolutes.  We believe that our Regional Commission has more flexibility to use strong but not 
absolute language to collectively guide our region. In some instances, the regional plan is 
performing local zoning rather than providing guidance. 
 
All towns in the Region are facing many challenges on land use issues such as climate change, 
resiliency, new models for retail, and adequate affordable housing.  We believe that all Towns 
need regulatory room to experiment and innovate in response to these challenges with 
collaborative guidance from our region. The Regional Plan, except where specifically mandated 
by statue, should seek to fulfill the purposes of a regional plan as outlined in €4347.  

Below we offer for consideration some examples which reflect concerns we have raised at 
previous TRORC meetings.  Although our examples are tied specifically to Hartford, we believe 
they illustrate issues that other towns may be facing either now or in the near future.  

 
 
We are providing you with this material in advance of the next TRORC Commission meeting on 
August 21st so you have a chance to study and review our concerns.  We especially encourage 
you to read Chapter 117 and make your own independent judgment on what the statue allows.   
 
Chapter 117 and Authority of the Regional Commission 
 
Chapter 117 outlines a balance of authority for planning and development between various 
municipal bodies (including municipal planning commissions), and regional planning 
commissions.  The overarching purposes and goals outlined in €4302, and the function of a 
regional plan as outlined in €4347 are clear that the regional planning commission is intended 
to guide the region. The Town of Hartford continues to be concerned that by using words 
“shall,” “must,” etc., along with the prescriptive land uses, the Plan, in some instances, goes 
beyond what is required of a Regional Commission as described in Chapter 117.   
 
This is a link to Chapter 117: https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/24/117 
 
Here are some examples from state statute. 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/24/117


 
€4302, (b) (1) “To establish a coordinated, comprehensive planning process and policy 
framework to guide decisions by municipalities…”  We believe the use of the term “guide” 
gives the TRORC the flexibility to be less prescriptive. 
 
€4302 (b)(2)  “..and to assure that decisions shall be made at the most local level possible 
commensurate with their impact.”  It is clear from this statement that local plans and 
development decisions should be given preference unless there is a clear regional impact, 
not a regional opinion.  

 
€4302 (c) states “In addition, this chapter shall be used to further the following specific 
goals: (1) to plan development so as maintain the historic settlement pattern of a compact 
village and urban center separated by rural countryside."  The section then specifies four 
methods for furthering this goal: “should be encouraged”, “should be encouraged”, “should 
reinforce”, “should be undertaken”.  Again, the "should" language for furthering the goals is 
strong, but does not contain the words “shall” or “must.”   

 
Indeed, a primary goal of €4302 is “(4) To encourage and assist municipalities to work 
creatively together to develop and implement plans.”  
 
€4347 further describes the purposes of a regional plan.   
“A regional plan shall be made with the general purpose of guiding and accomplishing a 
coordinated, efficient, and economic development of the region….”  
“This general purpose includes, but is not limited to recommending a distribution of 
populations and of the uses of the land… as will tend to:”   
 
The section then lists various objectives using the operative words “create” and “promote”, 
not “shall” and “must”.   
 
€4348a also outlines elements of a regional plan.  Section (a) (1) states a regional plan shall 
include “A statement of basic policies of the region to guide the future growth and 
development of the land….”.  €4348a (2) states the regional plan shall include a “map and 
statement of current and prospective land uses” and then follows with six specific 
descriptions of what should be included [(A) to (F)].  For many of these, the operative word 
is “indicates, “not “shall” and “must.” 

 
The TRORC Regional Plans use of words such as “shall” and “must” here and throughout the 
Plan take away from the legislative authority of the municipal planning commissions specified in 
€4325 subchapters 5 and 6 of Chapter 117.  These provisions reinforce that the authority 
granted to the Regional Commissions under Chapter 117 is to identify the “potential for 
regional impact” and to guide the regional planning process that addresses this impact.  The 
regional plan is not intended to do zoning which, in the scope of the chapter, is reserved for the 
municipal planning commissions.    
 



Indeed, the largest parts of Chapter 117 describe the goals, operation, and authority of the 
municipal planning commissions.  This is consistent with the goal in the statute “that decisions 
shall be made at the most local level possible commensurate with their impact.” 
 
Regional Impact  
 
There are many properties in Hartford that currently come under or could come under the 
State’s Act 250 process when TRORC has authority to weigh in on regional impact. We believe 
the Plan needs more discussion to clearly define what constitutes regional impact versus local 
impact.  It seems pretty clear that some development around the interchanges are a regional 
issue.  But in Hartford, for example, how far down RT 5 and along RT4 and RT 14 does this 
regional impact extend?  It is important that these distinctions are clear to ensure compliance 
with state statute “that decisions shall be made at the most local level possible commensurate 
with their impact.”  
 
Regional Land Use Designations 
 
In 2014, the Town of Hartford put forth Land Use Plan designations that were consistent with 
the Regional Plan’s land use designations.  The draft 2019 Regional Plan proposed changes to 
the regional designations and added two new land use categories, “Mixed Use” and 
“Industrial”. The proposed 2019 regional designations put in question long standing Hartford 
land uses and Zoning Districts that represent extensive community discussion and adoption 
processes, as well as past TRORC Town Plan approvals. 
 
We have concerns that the definitions are too specific and at times may not be necessary in 
order for TRORC to meet its guidance requirement as specified in state statute.  We also are 
concerned that these changes in Land Use policies and definitions will require Hartford to 
change its Land Use designations and Zoning in the future in order to obtain an approval of 
Hartford’s Town Plan. Also, instead of outright prohibition of specific types of uses, we suggest 
having language that speaks to preferred scale/minimized impacts based on an evaluation of 
the proposed development using the smart growth principle as defined in section Title 24, 
section 2791, Definitions.   
 
Central Vermont Regional Plan, for example, seems to provide guidance and preferences, and 
directives to evaluate impacts on such items as transportation, as opposed to absolutes.  It also 
has some interesting language worth considering.  
 
This is a link to regional plan by the Central Vermont: 
http://centralvtplanning.org/programs/regional-planning/regional-plan/ 
 
The following are specific comments on sections of the Regional Land Use Chapter. 

 
Regional Centers Policies 
 

http://centralvtplanning.org/programs/regional-planning/regional-plan/


In the Regional Plan, White River Junction is described as the only Regional Center within the 
TRORC district. The “Policies: Regional Centers” section lays out nine policies; we are concerned 
some erode the ability of the Planning Commission and other governing bodies to exercise local 
control and oversight.  We also are concerned that, although some policies are laudable, they 
place significant fiscal impacts on the Town without identifying strategies for funding. The 
following are our comments on each Regional policy. 
 
Policy 1 – Regional Centers should support a mixture of single family, two-family, and multi-
family housing and should have the highest densities in the Region.  

We generally support this. 
 

Policy 2 - Commercial land uses, services, offices, wholesale business, industry, transport 
facilities, and community facilities and programs that serve regional needs and markets shall 
be located in Regional Centers.  

The use of the word “shall” implies that the Town of Hartford must prohibit commercial 
land uses, services, offices, wholesale business, industry, transport facilities, and community 
facilities outside the Regional Center.   The Town has many designated industrial and 
commercial zoning districts (HC, IC, RC-2), some outside the designated Regional Center, 
that allow these uses and have existed in approved Hartford Town plans for many, many 
years along RT 5, 14 and 4.  We are concerned that this policy usurps the Town’s zoning 
authority provided by state statute and recommend changing to “should”. 
 

Policy 3 - Intense growth in Regional Centers is appropriate when a complete complement of 
public services such as water, sewer, and highways are available. To accommodate additional 
development, continued maintenance or expansion of such facilities must occur.  

We agree with the concept of continued maintenance of water, sewer, and highways.   The 
Town of Hartford has at least a $20 million unfunded capital budget; some items touch 
health and safety issues.  We believe that the regional plan needs to acknowledge the 
fiscal challenges the Town faces and its impact on future development.  Any expansion will 
require private capital or significant state or federal aid.  
 

Policy 4 - Local capital planning programs and public investment strategies must encourage 
renovation of existing buildings and in-filling within Regional Centers.  

We agree with the sentiment of this but object to the word “must”.  The Town has a very 
strong commitment to historic preservation as demonstrated over the past 30 years with 
continual historic property surveys, public education, and designations on the National 
Register of Historic Properties.  For example, Hartford’s WRJ Design Review District has 
specific criteria that must be met before a building can be demolished.   However, the 
wording of this policy presents three challenges.  First, the costs of renovations of some 
buildings, however desirable, sometimes exceed the economic value of the property 
and/or ability to maintain affordability for small businesses and residential uses without 
sizable external grants which are very difficult to obtain. Secondly, the Town of Hartford, 
like many communities, has limited fiscal capacity to offer meaningful property tax credits 



to property owners to offset the costs of renovations of older buildings, however desirable.  
We propose using the word “should”.  
 

Policy 5 - Retail establishments that provide goods and services to a regional clientele must 
be located within or immediately adjacent to Regional Centers and Town Centers to ensure 
that the vitality of these economic centers is maintained.  

We understand the intent to have large retail stores that draw large populations from 
across the region to be close to transportation systems that can accommodate high levels 
of traffic.   However, it is not clear what the criteria are to define what retail 
establishments fit within this policy.   
 

Policy 6. - Conversion of larger older homes (particularly those with historic merit) to newer, 
more economical uses, such as offices and multi-unit housing, is consistent with this Plan. See 
the Historic Resources section for more information.  

We have no objection to policy #6.  
 

Policy 7 - In areas containing structures and buildings of architectural or engineering 
significance, new development must be planned to be compatible with existing development 
and to not unduly impact the general and special character of the area. 

We object to the use of the word “must”.  The Town of Hartford supports a Design Review 
District in parts of WRJ which does consider character of the area.   Character of the area 
also is considered when a conditional use is required but not all development in all districts 
require a conditional use permit. The Town relies on discussion and seeks cooperation 
where possible.  Also, this policy seems inconsistent with the policies and 
recommendations in the Historic Resources chapter of the Regional Plan which use the 
words “encourage”, “encourage compatibility”, and “should”.  Also, the Town Centers 
section uses the term “reasonably compatible”.  We recommend rewriting to allow some 
flexibility. 
 

Policy 8 -Major developments like large governmental, medical, and commercial buildings 
must be located in Regional Centers where utilities, facilities, populations and are 
concentrated. 

We object to the use of the word “must”.  Unlike many other Towns, Hartford has multiple 
commercial and industrial areas throughout the Town, not just those located within the 
designated Regional Center. Examples of areas not included in the Regional Center are the 
Olcott Park and Billings Farm Park in Wilder.  These have been well established areas 
recognized by the state and region as important economic engines for the Town for over 
30 years. Restricting the use of these Commercial/industrial areas that are in well-
established commercial and residential areas on state highways with town water and 
sewer and in close proximity to the interstate system doesn’t make sense.  We recommend 
the “must” in this policy be changed to “highly encouraged”.    
 

Policy 9 - Highway investments within Regional Centers must include multi-modal 
transportation, pedestrian circulation, traffic calming, and streetscaping.  



We object to the word “must”. We fully agree with the values implied in the policy.  
Formal and informal Hartford surveys and discussions strongly emphasize the desires of 
many in the community to make all the Town more pedestrian and bicycle friendly.  The 
Town of Hartford has invested heavily in new sidewalks.  However, the fiscal capacity of 
the Town is limited, and without significant state and federal aid, fully implementing the 
vision would be very difficult.  We recommend the “must” be changed to “should” or 
add the following to the end of the sentence: “or a specific plan for development of 
these improvements incrementally over time should fiscal constraints exist to do all at 
once.” 

 
Town Centers Policies - As used in the Regional Plan, Town Centers are less urban than 
Regional Centers with a concentrated mix of high density residential and commercial uses 
(including principal retail establishments), services, offices, wholesale business, industry, 
transport facilities, and community facilities and services. 

1. Principal retail centers are allowed under Policy 2 but only allowed in Regional Growth 
Areas under Policy 5.  Can be viewed as conflicting.  If the Plan is adopted with this level 
of specificity on uses (which the Town does not support), we advocate allowing Primary 
retail in Town Centers as allowed in Village Settlements and Hamlets – “Principal retail 
establishments,  services, tourist businesses, lodging, public facilities, and business and 
industrial enterprises of  a scale and design that fit the context of the area are 
appropriate for this area.” 

2. We have the same concerns with prescriptive language as noted with Regional Centers 
section. 

 
Village Settlements Policies – As used in the Regional Plan, these areas are the most Regional 
Growth Areas in the TRO Region which normally consist of a mix of medium to high densities 
ties reflective public water and sewer availability. Principal retail establishments, services, 
tourist businesses, lodging, public facilities, and business and industrial enterprises of a scale 
and design that fit the context of the area are appropriate for this area. 
 

1. We support the recognition that principal retail are important components of providing 
services and economic viability to these areas.   

2. We have the same concerns with prescriptive language as noted with Regional Centers 
section. 

Hamlet Areas Policies – As used in the Regional Plan, these areas generally have significantly 
smaller scale than Village Settlements with predominantly single-and two-family homes, and a 
few stores and businesses (including principal retail establishments) primarily supported by 
local residents.  Development must reflect the existing settlement patterns, physical land 
capability, and availability of utilities for expansion  
 



1. We support the recognition that post offices and principal retail are important 
components of providing services and economic viability to these areas.   

2. We have the same concerns with prescriptive language as noted with Regional Centers 
section. 

 
Industrial Areas Policies  - As used in this Plan, "Industrial Area" means a regional land use area 
designation  that is appropriate due to plans, designs, and zoning as a location for one or more 
industrial buildings, that may include adequate access roads, utilities, water, sewer, and other 
services necessary for the uses of the industrial buildings, and prohibits principal retail use 
except that which is incidental to an industrial use, and no office use except that which is 
incidental or secondary to an industrial use.   
 

The Regional Plan proposes changing to the current land use designation from Rural to 
‘Industrial” for the area west of the I-89/91 Interchange which is in the Hartford’s Town 
Plan as “Industrial Commercial” which was approved by TRORC in 2014. 
1. We recommend further clarification of the term’s “undue adverse impact”; “industrial 

development, “commercial development” “services” and “retail.”  
2. Based on discussions at TRORC meetings, commercial, office and service uses already 

located in these designated areas if Act 250 review would be required, may not be able 
to expand if not secondary to an industrial use.  Existing uses that are allowed under the 
Town’s zoning but could be impacted under Act 250 are: Hotel (Pleasant View); Motor 
Vehicle Sales and Service ( Collision Works and NE Foreign Auto);  Contractors yard/shop 
(CURA) and a few residences; Undeveloped lands; Truck Terminal (Ross Transposition); 
Contractor’s yard and shop (Bergeron, Clay), Bus depot; Retail (auto auction, Pete’s Tire, 
Davis Auto; Henderson); Motor Vehicle Repair and Sales (Sabil and Sons and JAS) 
Warehouse (WR Paper) Manufacturing (Weed concrete).  

3. We have the same concerns with prescriptive language as noted with Regional Centers 
section. 

Mixed Use Policies - As used in the Regional Plan, "Mixed Use Areas" are appropriate for 
recreational facilities, higher intensity residential, light industrial, and commercial uses that are 
land intensive and not appropriate for the core of downtowns and villages, such as 
lumberyards, nurseries, warehouses and kennels.  Principal Retail establishments are not 
allowed. 

 
South of I-89/91 Interchange Along RT 5 - The proposed TRORC Land Use Plan shows this 
area as changing from “Growth Center” to “Mixed Use”.  The current Town Plan land use 
category is “Gateway Commercial”. 
1. The Town is concerned that this section eliminates several uses including primary retail 

that have existed in this area for over 50 years and supported by the TRORC Regional 



Plan until this proposed in the Highway Commercial Zoning District.  This could impact 
current development/uses in the HC Zoning District such as Recreational Facility 
(Aquatic Center and Our Court); Retail (Young’s propane, K&W Tire); Self-storage (Apex 
Storage, proposed); Food Preparation (Alan’s Vending). 

2. We suggest integrating language from the Hartford Town Plan for the “Gateway 
Commercial” land use category that was developed in consultation with the TRORC in 
2014, for more compatible and less prescriptive language that also captures the TRORC 
goals of recognizing existing uses, scale and future commercial uses that complement 
and support residential development. 

 
Quechee Gorge Area - The “Mixed Use” TRORC land use designation also is a new category 
proposed for this area.   
1. The area was in the 2014 Hartford’s Town Plan, as approved by the TRORC, as “Gateway 

Commercial” and is a long-established tourism destination with primary retail.   
2. The proposed “Mixed Use” designation and no primary retail runs contrary to existing 

QG Zoning, where existing primary retail, and future primary retail uses are critical to 
the continued economic viability of this area.  

3. The proposed Regional Plan uses such as lumber yards, repair centers, warehouses and 
other intense industrial uses are not appropriate and would negatively impact tourism 
destination area that has a Welcome Center, trails and businesses geared towards 
tourist related businesses that have existed for more than 50 years.    

4. The more appropriate Regional Land Use designation fits somewhere between “Village 
Settlements” and “Hamlet Areas”. The QG area is similar to Taftsville that is designated 
as a Village Settlement, and Bridgewater Center that has old mill building converted into 
retail and Bridgewater Corners that are designated “Hamlet Areas”. 

5. We suggest integrating language from the Hartford Town Plan for the “Gateway 
Commercial” land use category that was developed in consultation with the TRORC in 
2014, for more compatible and less prescriptive language that also captures the TRORC 
goals of recognizing existing uses, scale and future commercial uses that complement 
and support residential development. 

 
Interchange Areas - General Policies - As used in the Regional Plan, the policy lays out specific 
standards that must be met for development in Interchange Areas with regards to type, scale, 
and design of land uses, that complement rather than compete with uses in Regional Growth 
Areas (some exceptions for Interchange Specific Policies).  Master plans for each Interchange 
Area should be completed by the local planning commission in cooperation with landowners, 
TRORC, and other affected parties, focused on creating an integrated site plan and design plan 
that serves as a means of addressing the potential conflicts or problems discussed in this 
section.  The section identifies specific elements that should be included in the Interchange 



Plan.  The Plan directs principal retail establishment be located in Regional Growth Areas based 
on concerns about the effects of sprawl and strip development along major highways, negative 
impacts on the vitality of villages and downtowns and maintaining rural character. 
 
Interchange Area Policies - Specific - Quechee Interchange I-89, Exit 1 
 

1. We support the General Interchange Policy that a master plan be completed for this 
interchange by the Planning Commission in cooperation with landowners, TRORC and 
other affected parties. This is a recommendation that is in the current and past adopted 
Hartford Town Plans for the Quechee Interchange.   

 
2. Policy 1 states: "Intensive development that increases traffic volumes must not be 

permitted on the open lands accessed by Stagecoach Road; it would degrade the 
operation and safety of the interstate 89 and U.S. Route 4."  We recommend the policy 
be revised to say: "Any intensive development on the open lands accessed by 
Stagecoach Road cannot degrade the operation and safety of the Interstate 89 and U.S. 
Route 4 Intersection and on- and off-ramps."   

 
3. Policy 4 states that Principal Retail cannot be located in this area. We advocate allowing 

Principal Retail as allowed in Hamlets Areas: “Principal retail establishments of a scale 
and design that fit the context of the area and meant to primarily serve local markets 
are appropriate for this area.”  We believe this will address the TRORC's concerns about 
the effects of sprawl and strip development along major highways, negative impacts on 
the vitality of villages and downtowns and maintaining rural character. 

 
Rural Areas Goals, Policies and Recommendations - As used in the Regional Plan, the policy 
lays out specific standards for development projects in Rural Areas with regards to type, scale, 
and design of land uses, with density no greater than one principal structure per two acres 
except along paved roads. Lot sizes are encouraged to be smaller and clustered to preserve 
large portions of undeveloped lands. Up to 5 units in new multi-unit residential buildings along 
Class 3 or better roads are appropriate.  Agricultural, land based, small light industrial, small 
service businesses, professional offices, and inns are acceptable land uses. Criteria that must be 
met are specified for Act 250 development projects. 
 

1.  We support the overall themes of this section.   
 
2. We do not agree with a density of only 1 principal structure per 2 acres except along 

paved roads, nor the limitation of no more than 5 dwelling units in a new multi-unit 
structure. There are several areas in Hartford that are designated as rural in the 
Regional Plan, which have been zoned for higher densities for the past 40 to 50 years, 
one of which is the Quechee Master Plan. We believe that the siting criteria laid out in 
this section are adequate to prevent an adverse impact on rural character and natural 
resource.  We request that there be a review of the Rural designations in Hartford to 
eliminate these conflicts prior to finalizing the Regional Plan. 



 
The Town values the good working relationship that we have had with the TRORC over the 
years and expect this to continue into the future.  We appreciate your serious consideration of 
our comments and recommendations, and working through these to our mutual satisfaction. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
               
Hartford Planning Commission Chair   Hartford Selectboard Chair 



8/9/2019  
Multiple Years, Delinquent Taxes Owed

Brief
Description Name Prop. ID Address 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total Taxes Due Appraised Value

1 Commercial Farrington House/Steven Saunders 12-18 2029 Quechee Main St., Quechee 173.72$     12,600.77$    11,337.91$  24,112.40$          374,600.00$         
24,112.40$          

2 Condominum (QLLA) Sherri White 7-8071-KWC-7E 105 William Lane 7E, Quechee 2,943.55$  2,425.32$       2,182.25$    7,551.12$            72,100.00$           
7,551.12$            

4 Man. Home Severance, Bryan 45-255-53 53 Spring Circle, WRJ 382.08$              345.66$     336.48$          302.63$        1,366.85$            10,000.00$           
1,366.85$            

5 Single Family Home George Beaulieu 32-55 61 Verna Court, Hartford 1,724.93$  4,332.62$       3,898.34$    9,955.89$            128,800.00$         
6 Single Family Home Jayme Thode Trust. Olive Ahlers 12-141 417 Wood Road 3,846.63$          6,297.53$  5,387.63$       2,912.23$    18,444.02$          180,700.00$         

28,399.91$          

7 other Marc Wood (in the courts) 32-5 1472 Maple St., Hartford 773.99$        733.82$     697.62$     635.45$              579.79$     413.72$          2,345.66$    6,180.05$            77,500.00$           
8 other Marc Wood (in the courts) 32-4 1498 Maple St., Hartford 1,226.28$    1,162.06$  1,104.55$  1,005.62$          918.10$     830.84$          747.57$        6,995.02$            24,700.00$           

13,175.07$          

= 74,605.35$          

Delinquent Taxes Owed

Total Taxes owed



 
TOWN OF HARTFORD 

SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
Tuesday, July 30, 2019 at 6:00 pm 
Hartford High School Auditorium 
White River Junction, VT 05001 

 
Present: Simon Dennis, Selectboard Chair; Richard Grassi, Selectboard Vice Chair; Dennis 
Brown, Selectboard Clerk; Dan Fraser, Selectboard Member; Alan Johnson, Selectboard 
Member; Jameson Davis, Selectboard Member; Kim Souza, Selectboard Member; Brannon 
Godfrey, Town Manager; Lana Livingston, Administrative Assistant; Robert Manby, Jr., 
Attorney at Law.  

Community Members gathered in the Auditorium at the Hartford High School. 

For the full coverage of the meeting, please use this link to CATV: 

http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/8947?channel=1 
 

I. Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting 
Selectboard Chair, Simon Dennis called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 6:07P.M. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 
Town Manager, Brannon Godfrey led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. Local Liquor Control Board: N/A 
 

IV. Order of Agenda: It was decided to move the Consent Agenda up to follow the Town 
Manager’s Report. 

 
V. Selectboard 

 
1. Citizen, Selectboard Comments and Announcements: One citizen asked 

about the $700 cost of the Auditorium for tonight’s meeting. It was explained that 
the $700 was for the audio/visual setup not the room. 

 
2. Appointments: N/A 

 
3. Town Manager’s Report: Significant Activity Report period ending July 30, 2019. 

 
For the Significant Activity report, please use this link: 

 
https://www.hartford-vt.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/164 

 
 

http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/8947?channel=1
https://www.hartford-vt.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/164


4. Board Reports, Motions & Ordinances 
 

a. Welcoming City Ordinance (formerly this subject was titled Fair and 
Impartial Policing Policy) 

 
  The Selectboard reviewed the July 29th version of the proposed Ordinance. 
 

 Selectboard Member, Kim Souza made the motion to approve the July 27th 
version of the Ordinance without the added amendments that were added on 
July 29th. There was no second to this motion. The motion failed. 

 
There was discussion and testimonies supporting this Amendment and also the 
original Ordinance by both Hartford residents and non-residents.  
 
Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson made a motion to Adjourn the meeting. 
The motion was seconded. 2 members voted yes and 5 members voted no. The motion 
did not pass. 
 
Selectboard Member, Dan Fraser made a motion to approve the original FIPP. The 
Board clarified it was the FIPP with amendments reviewed at the June 4th meeting. 
Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson seconded the motion. Later, Mr. Johnson withdrew 
his 2nd. There was no other 2nd to the motion so the motion failed. 

 
5. Commission Meeting Reports: There were no Commission Reports. 

 
6. Consent Agenda (Motion Required) 

 
Selectboard Vice Chair, Richard Grassi made the motion to accept the 
Consent Agenda as listed with the addition of the August 14th meeting 
with the School Board. Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis seconded 
the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
Approve Payroll Ending: 7/27/2019 
Approve Meeting Minutes of: 7/16/2019 & 7/24/2019 
Approve A/P Manifest of: 7/26/2019 and 7/30/2019 
Selectboard Meeting Dates of: 
 - Already Approved: 8/13/2019 and 8/27/2019  
  - Needs Approval: 9/10/2019 and 9/24/2019, (8/14/2019 added) 

  
7. Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting. (Motion Required) 

Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis made the motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 11:30 P.M. Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson seconded the 
motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

All Meetings of the Hartford Selectboard are open to the public. Persons who are seeking action by 
the Selectboard are asked to submit their request and/or materials to the Selectboard Chair or 
Town Manager’s office no later than noon on the Wednesday preceding the scheduled meeting 
date. Requests received after that date will be addressed at the discretion of the Chair. Citizens 
wishing to address the board should do so during the Citizen Comments period. 
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