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TOWN OF HARTFORD 
SELECTBOARD AGENDA 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020, 6:00pm 
Hartford Town Hall 
171 Bridge Street 

White River Junction, VT 05001 

I. Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Local Liquor Control Board: N/A

IV. Order of Agenda

V. Selectboard

1. Public, Selectboard Comments and Announcements: TBD

2. Appointments

a. Consider the Re-Appointment of Timothy Covell to a three-year term
on the Tree Board beginning January 14, 2020 and ending January
13, 2023.

b. Consider the Re-Appointment of Ann Raynolds to a two-year term on
the Hartford Committee on Racial Equity and Inclusion beginning
January 14, 2020 and ending January 13, 2022.

3. Town Manager’s Report:  This Significant Activity Report ending January 13, 2020.

4. Public Hearing: (TIF)

a. Public Hearing and consider TIF Warrant language for March 3, 2020
Town vote

b. Public Hearing and consider substantial change request to Vermont
Economic Progress Council (VEPC) for TIF project cost increase
since 2011.

5. Board Reports, Motions & Ordinances
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a. TIF Warrant language for March 3, 2020 Town vote (motion required)

b. Public Hearing and consider substantial change request to Vermont
Economic Progress Council (VEPC) for TIF project cost increase
since 2011. (motion required)

c. Report from the Ad Hoc Committee on Homelessness (Info Only)

d. Wentworth Phase II Project Overview (Information Only)

e. Approval of FY21 Budget
• Fund 10 Operating Budget pending voter approval (motion

required)
• Fund 30 Solid Waste Fund (motion required)
• Fund 50 WR Water Fund (motion required)
• Fund 55 Quechee Water Fund (motion required)
• Fund 60 WR Wastewater Fund (motion required)
• Fund 65 Quechee Wastewater Fund (motion required)

f. Resolution: TIF Indebtedness. Declaring intent to reimburse certain
expenditures from proceeds of TIF indebtedness. (Motion Required)

g. Resolution: General Obligation Indebtedness. Declaring intent to
reimburse certain Pool capital expenditures from proceeds of General
Obligation indebtedness. (Motion Required)

h. Approval of 2020 Town Meeting Warrant Language (motion required)

i. Welcoming Hartford Ordinance - Potential Amendment/Retraction of
Ballot initiative. (Motion Required) N/A Decided on January 9, 2020.

6. Commission Meeting Reports: TBD

7. Consent Agenda (Motion Required):

Approve Payroll Ending: 1/11/2020 
Approve Meeting Minutes of: 12/17/2019, 1/7/2020 and 1/9/2020 
Approve A/P Manifest of: 1/10/2020 and 1/14/2020 
Selectboard Meeting Dates of:   

- Already Approved: 1/28/2020.

- Needs Approval: 2/11/2020 and 2/25/2020

8. Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting (Motion Required):

All Meetings of the Hartford Selectboard are open to the public. Persons who are seeking action by the 
Selectboard are asked to submit their request and/or materials to the Selectboard Chair or Town 
Manager’s office no later than noon on the Wednesday preceding the scheduled meeting date. 
Requests received after that date will be addressed at the discretion of the Chair. Citizens wishing to 
address the board should do so during the Citizen Comments period. 
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Draft 2020 TIF Warrant Language for  

January 14, 2020 Public Hearing  

 

ARTICLE XX.  Shall the Selectboard be authorized to pledge the credit of the Town of 
Hartford to secure indebtedness evidenced by general obligation bonds or notes, and to 
make direct payments from the tax increment and other revenue generated within the 
Hartford White River Junction Tax Increment Financing District in an aggregate amount 
not to exceed $2,666,600, for the purpose of: 

   (1) funding public infrastructure and capital improvements, and paying related costs 
attributed to such District improvements, namely, the engineering, design, legal, 
surveying, permitting and construction of public sidewalk, curb, crosswalks, paving, 
road, parking, streetscape, landscaping lighting, and drainage, on South Main and 
Maple Streets; 

   (2) paying or reimbursing eligible related costs, District administrative costs, audits, 
advances, interfund loans and third-party public infrastructure costs for such 
improvements and any previously approved District improvements; 

   (3) pledging and appropriating the District’s tax increment in the amount of $2,666,600 
plus allowable interest and fees, for the payment of such indebtedness, related costs, 
advances and reimbursements for the South Main and Maple Streets improvements, 
and any previously approved District improvements; and  

   (4) using any unexpended proceeds of bonds or notes previously issued or voter 
authorized, to finance the cost of District improvements and related costs for the South 
Main and Maple Streets improvement and any previously approved District 
improvements? 

The legal voters of the Town are notified that, of the $9,203,000 of tax increment 
secured obligations, including related costs, authorized on March 4, 2014, March 1, 
2016, March 7, 2017, and March 5, 2019, to date $3,137,800 of the tax increment has 
been pledged, as evidenced by the Town’s July 1, 2014 $900,000 and August 2, 2017 
$2,126,000 Tax Increment Financing District Improvement Bonds, and the Town’s  
August 29, 2019 $111,800 VT Clean Water Act Revolving Loan. 

 
 













FY21 Budget Change Summary: Requests to Date 1/10/2020

Item Account Add/(Cut) Revenue Source Tax Rate Impact

Sister City Committee 10-115-101-XXXX 10,000$        Tax Rate Increase * $0.000709

Homelessness Committee 10-115-101-XXXX 15,000$        Tax Rate Increase $0.001063

Climate Action Committee 10-115-101-XXXX 30,000$        Tax Rate Increase $0.002126

Cemeteries 10-341-316-XXXX 102,800$      Tax Rate Increase $0.007283

Treasurer's Salary 10-171-101-0000 2,000$           Tax Rate Increase $0.000142

Bugbee Senior Center 10-421-321-0100 12,770$        Tax Rate Increase $0.000905

Upper Sykes Bike/Ped Project 10-924-622-XXXX 50,000$        Unassigned Fund Balance**

Rt. 5 Bike/Ped Project 10-924-622-XXXX 44,000$        Unassigned Fund Balance**

Little league mounds 10-528-331-0000 6,000$           Tax Rate Increase $0.000425

HFD EV ($35,000 paid from Reserves) Fire Equip. Reserve -$                   $0.000000

Buy +$160k, not lease ($35k) Hwy Truck 10-321-331-0000 125,000$      Tax Rate Increase $0.008856

Wellness Coordinator 10-121-101-0400 (69,868)$       Tax Rate Increase -$0.004950

Special Event Trailer
121, 221, 321 & 516 equipment 

line items (8,000)$         Tax Rate Increase -$0.000567

Speed Limit Signs (2) 10-315-323-0000 8,000$           Tax Rate Increase $0.000567

Maxfileld Softball Field Lighting 10-527-318-0000 150,000$      Unassigned Fund Balance**

Maxfileld Safety Netting 10-527-318-0000 38,000$        Unassigned Fund Balance**

515,702$      

Total Tax Rate Increase $0.016558

Projected Tax Rate $1.008058

current tax rate $0.991500

* in order to maintain the projected 1% Growth List growth rate, these budget changes are estimated

   to increase the current tax rate of $0.9915

** Original proposed use of Unassigned Fund Balance was $595,472.  Thiese changes will increase it to $877,472. The FY20

  use of Unassigned Fund Balance was $863,013. 





DECLARATION OF OFFICIAL INTENT OF TOWN OF HARTFORD  
TO REIMBURSE CERTAIN EXPENDITURES FROM  

PROCEEDS OF INDEBTEDNESS 

WHEREAS, the Town of Hartford, Vermont, (the “Issuer”) intends to make Tax Increment Financing 
District improvements to be considered by the Issuer at the annual meeting thereof to be held on  
March 3, 2020 (the “Project”); and  

 WHEREAS, the Issuer expects to pay certain capital expenditures (the “Reimbursement 
Expenditures”) in connection with the Project prior to the issuance of indebtedness for the purpose of 
financing costs associated with the Project on a long-term basis;  

 WHEREAS, the Issuer reasonably expects that for that part of the Project consisting of design 
and construction costs, debt obligations in an amount not expected to exceed $2,666,600 will be issued 
and that certain of the proceeds of such debt obligations will be used to reimburse the Reimbursement 
Expenditures; and  

 WHEREAS, the Issuer declares its reasonable official intent to reimburse prior expenditures for 
the above-described part of the Project with proceeds of a subsequent borrowing. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Issuer declares:  

 Section 1.  The Issuer finds and determines that the foregoing recitals are true and correct, and 
that all of the capital expenditures covered by this Resolution were or will be made not earlier than 60 
days prior to the date of this Resolution. 

  Section 2.  This declaration is made solely for the purposes of establishing compliance with the 
requirements of Section 1.150-2 of the Treasury Regulations.  This declaration does not bind the Issuer 
to make any expenditure, incur any indebtedness, or proceed with the Project.   

Section 3.  The Issuer hereby declares its official intent to use proceeds of indebtedness to reimburse 
itself for Reimbursement Expenditures, within 18 months of either the date of the first expenditure of 
funds by Issuer for such Project or the date that such Project is placed in service, whichever is later (but 
in no event more than three years after the date of the original expenditure of Issuer funds for such 
Project), and to allocate an amount not to exceed $2,666,600  of the proceeds thereof to reimburse 
itself for its expenditures in connection with the Project. 

  Section 4.  The Issuer’s debt obligations for the aforementioned purpose will not be “private 
activity bonds” within the meaning of Section 141 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.   

  Section 5.  All prior actions of the officials and agents of Issuer that are in conformity with the 
purpose and intent of this Resolution and in furtherance of the Project shall be and the same hereby 
are in all respects ratified, approved and confirmed.  

 Section 6.  All other resolutions of the legislative body of the Issuer, or parts of resolutions, 
inconsistent with this Resolution are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  

 Section 7.  It is hereby found that all discussions and deliberations of the legislative body of the 
Issuer leading to the adoption of this Resolution occurred at one or more meetings of the legislative 
body conducted pursuant to public notice and open to public attendance.  

 Section 8.  This declaration shall take effect from and after its adoption. 

 The undersigned, Town Clerk of the Issuer, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a full, true and 
correct copy of the declaration of the legislative body of said Issuer duly made at a meeting thereof held 
on the date, specified below, and that said declaration has not been amended, modified or revoked. 

 

                                                      January __   _, 2020 

Town Clerk 
 





4163206.1 

DECLARATION OF OFFICIAL INTENT 
OF THE TOWN OF HARTFORD 

TO REIMBURSE CERTAIN EXPENDITURES 
FROM PROCEEDS OF INDEBTEDNESS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Hartford, Vermont (the “Issuer”) intends to construct 
public recreation improvements to be considered by the Issuer at the annual meeting 
thereof to be held on March 3, 2020 (the “Project”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Issuer expects to pay certain capital expenditures (the 
“Reimbursement Expenditures”) in connection with the Project prior to the issuance of 
indebtedness for the purpose of financing costs associated with the Project on a long-term 
basis; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Issuer reasonably expects that for that part of the Project 
consisting of design, temporary financing, engineering, permitting and construction costs, 
debt obligations in an amount not expected to exceed $3,300,000 will be issued and that 
certain of the proceeds of such debt obligations will be used to reimburse the 
Reimbursement Expenditures; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Issuer declares its reasonable official intent to reimburse prior 
expenditures for the above-described part of the Project with proceeds of a subsequent 
borrowing: 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the Issuer declares: 
 
 Section 1.  The Issuer finds and determines that the foregoing recitals are true and 
correct, and that all of the capital expenditures covered by this Resolution were or will be 
made not earlier than 60 days prior to the date of this Resolution. 
 
 Section 2.  This declaration is made solely for the purposes of establishing 
compliance with the requirements of Section 1.150-2 of the Treasury Regulations.  This 
declaration does not bind the Issuer to make any expenditure, incur any indebtedness, or 
proceed with the Project.   
 
 Section 3.  The Issuer hereby declares its official intent to use proceeds of 
indebtedness to reimburse itself for Reimbursement Expenditures, within 18 months of 
either the date of the first expenditure of funds by Issuer for such Project or the date that 
such Project is placed in service, whichever is later (but in no event more than three years 
after the date of the original expenditure of Issuer funds for such Project), and to allocate 
an amount not to exceed $3,300,000 of the proceeds thereof to reimburse itself for its 
expenditures in connection with the Project. 
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 Section 4.  The Issuer’s debt obligations for the aforementioned purpose will not 
be “private activity bonds” within the meaning of Section 141 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986.   
 
 Section 5.  All prior actions of the officials and agents of Issuer that are in 
conformity with the purpose and intent of this Resolution and in furtherance of the 
Project shall be and the same hereby are in all respects ratified, approved and confirmed. 
 
 Section 6.  All other resolutions of the legislative body of the Issuer, or parts of 
resolutions, inconsistent with this Resolution are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 
 
 Section 7.  It is hereby found that all discussions and deliberations of the 
legislative body of the Issuer leading to the adoption of this Resolution occurred at one or 
more meetings of the legislative body conducted pursuant to public notice and open to 
public attendance. 
 
 Section 8.  This declaration shall take effect from and after its adoption. 
 
 The undersigned, Town Clerk of the Issuer, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a 
full, true and correct copy of the declaration of the legislative body of said Issuer duly 
made at a meeting thereof held on the date, specified below, and that said declaration has 
not been amended, modified or revoked. 
 
 
                                   January 14, 2020 
Town Clerk   

 





WARNING 
FOR 

ANNUAL TOWN & SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING DAY 
2020 

 
The citizens of Hartford who are legal voters are hereby warned to meet at the Hartford High School 
(Hanley Gym) in said Town on Saturday, February 29, 2020, at 10:00 AM for the purpose of transacting 
Town business not involving voting by Australian ballot. 
 

The purpose of the Town business meeting being to decide by voice vote and/or discuss the 
following: 

 
1. To receive the reports of the Town Officers. 

 
2. To vote to collect Town General and Highway Tax and the Town School District’s Tax on real 

estate in two installments, the first being on or before August 14, 2020, and the second 
installment being on or before February 5, 2021 through the Treasurer. 

 
3. To vote what compensation the Town will pay its Town officers from the General Fund, effective 

July 1, 2020 pursuant to 24 V.S.A., Section 932: Moderator $100 per annum; Board of Civil 
Authority $50 per four hour shift or any part thereof; Lister’s $20.00 per hour; Treasurer $14,000 
per annum; Selectboard $75 per meeting, with the Chair receiving $300 additional per annum 
and the Vice-Chair receiving $150 additional per annum; such officials will receive mileage 
reimbursement in the amount equivalent to the rate authorized by the IRS when a town vehicle 
is not available to them. 

 
4. To do any other necessary and proper non-binding business. 

 
*NOTE: The Annual Town and School District Meetings will both convene at 10:00AM. EST on 
Saturday, February 29, 2020. The School Meeting will immediately recess and be held following 
the conclusion of the Town Meeting. 

 
Dated at Hartford, Vermont this 14th day of January, 2020. 

 
SELECTBOARD MEMBERS OF THE TOWN OF HARTFORD 

    
Simon Dennis, Selectboard Chair 

 
Richard Grassi, Selectboard Vice-Chair 

 
Dennis Brown, Selectboard Clerk 

 
  Jameson Davis, Selectboard Member 

 
Dan Fraser, Selectboard Member 

 
Alan Johnson, Selectboard Member 

 
Kim Souza, Selectboard Member 



WARNING 
FOR 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
2020 

 
 
Voting by Australian ballot is to be held on Tuesday, March 3, 2020, at the Hartford High School 
Gymnasium. Budget Discussion/Candidates Night is to be held on Monday, February 24, 2020, at 7:00PM, 
at the Hartford High School Auditorium. 

 
The legal voters of the Town of Hartford are further notified that voter qualification, registration, and 
absentee voting relative to said Annual Town Meeting shall be as provided in the Town Charter and 
chapters 43, 51, and 55 of title 17, Vermont Statutes Annotated. 

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES WILL BE VOTED BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT ON TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 
2020.  POLLS OPEN AT 7:00AM EST AND CLOSE AT 7:00PM EST. 

 

1. To elect the following Town Officers for the ensuing year: Town Moderator for one year; Town 
Treasurer for 3 years; Selectboard Member for two years; Selectboard Member for two years; 
Selectboard Member for three years; West Hartford Library Trustee for five years. (By Australian 
ballot) 

 

2. Shall the Town authorize total fund expenditures for operating expenses of $XXXXXXX (plus any 
appropriations voted below) of which $XXXX shall be raised by non-tax revenue, $XXXXX by 
unassigned fund balance transfer, and the balance by property tax revenue? (By Australian 
ballot) 

 
3. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) to be paid to Community 

Access Television, Inc. for video recording of local government meetings? (By Australian ballot) 
 

4. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Nine Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($9,500) to be paid to 
The Family Place, for programs for families with young children? (By Australian ballot) 

 
5. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Dollars ($4,550) to be 

paid to Good Beginnings of the Upper Valley, for organization of volunteers to assist families 
with new babies? (By Australian ballot) 

 
6. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500) to be paid 

to Good Neighbor Health Clinic and The Red Logan Dental Clinic for medical and dental care? 
(By Australian ballot) 

 
7. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Eight Hundred Dollars ($800) to be paid to Green Mountain 

Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) in support of senior volunteer programs? (By 
Australian ballot) 

 
8. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000) to be paid to   Headrest 

for information, referral and crisis intervention services? (By Australian ballot) 
 

9. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven Dollars ($977) to be paid to 
Public Health Council of the Upper Valley for ongoing public health coordination for residents in 
the areas of substance misuse, elder care, oral health, emergency preparedness and healthy 
living? (By Australian ballot) 

 
10. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Dollars ($4,530) to be 

paid to Special Needs Support Center of the Upper Valley to serve children and adults with 



special needs? (By Australian ballot) 

11. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Nine Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($975) to be paid to
Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired (VABVI) in support of blind and
visually impaired Vermonters? (By Australian ballot)

12. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Eight Hundred Forty-Five Dollars ($845) to be paid to
Vermont Center for Independent Living in support of Vermonters with disabilities? (By
Australian ballot)

13. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Fifty-One Thousand Dollars ($51,000) to be paid to Visiting
Nurse and Hospice of Vermont and New Hampshire, Inc. for home health care and hospice
care? (By Australian ballot)

14. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($4,500) to be paid to
Windsor County Partners for youth mentoring services? (By Australian ballot)

15. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000) to be paid to Women’s
Information Service (WISE), Inc. for ending gender-based violence? (By Australian ballot)

16. Shall the Town authorize the expenditure of exactly $200,000.00 of Local Option Tax Revenue
Funds towards the purchase of a VHF IP Simulcast Repeater System for the Hartford Fire
Department? (By Australian ballot)

17. Shall the Town authorize the expenditure of exactly $160,000.00 of Local Option Tax Revenue
Funds for the purchase of a parking meter system for downtown White River Junction in the Town
of Hartford? (By Australian ballot)

18. Shall the Selectboard be authorized to pledge the credit of the Town of Hartford to secure
indebtedness evidenced by general obligation bonds or notes, and to make direct payments from
the tax increment and other revenue generated within the Hartford White River Junction Tax
Increment Financing District in an aggregate amount not to exceed $2,666,600, for the purpose of:
(1) funding public infrastructure and capital improvements, and paying related costs attributed to
such District improvements, namely, the engineering, design, legal, surveying, permitting and
construction of public sidewalk, curb, crosswalks, paving, road, parking, streetscape, landscaping
lighting, and drainage, on South Main and Maple Streets; (2) paying or reimbursing eligible related
costs, District administrative costs, audits, advances, interfund loans and third-party public
infrastructure costs for such improvements and any previously approved District improvements; (3)
pledging and appropriating the District’s tax increment in the amount of $2,666,600 plus allowable
interest and fees, for the payment of such indebtedness, related costs, advances and
reimbursements for the South Main and Maple Streets improvements, and any previously approved
District improvements; and (4) using any unexpended proceeds of bonds or notes previously issued
or voter authorized, to finance the cost of District improvements and related costs for the South
Main and Maple Streets improvement and any previously approved District improvements?

The legal voters of the Town are notified that, of the $9,203,000 of tax increment secured 
obligations, including related costs, authorized on March 4, 2014, March 1, 2016, March 7, 2017, 
and March 5, 2019, to date $3,137,800 of the tax increment has been pledged, as evidenced by 
the Town’s July 1, 2014 $900,000 and August 2, 2017 $2,126,000 Tax Increment Financing 
District Improvement Bonds, and the Town’s  August 29, 2019 $111,800 VT Clean Water Act 
Revolving Loan. 

19. Shall the Town of Hartford issue general obligation bonds or notes in an amount not to exceed
Three Million Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,300,000), subject to reduction from available
state and federal grants-in-aid, for the purpose of making public improvements, namely, the
construction of a public swimming pool at the former Sherman Manning Pool located in the
Hartford High School athletic complex, at an estimated cost of Three Million Three Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($3,300,000)?



20. Shall the operation, development, and maintenance of the Town of Hartford’s (and, with  
approval, Town of Hartford School District's) municipal infrastructure and equipment be required to 
achieve carbon neutrality by 2027? 

 
“Neutrality” is a synonym for net-zero, but in this case is in reference to carbon emissions and not 
all greenhouse gas emissions (World Resources Institute). 

 

21. Shall the Town of Hartford advise the Selectboard to adopt the Welcoming Hartford Ordinance, 
dated September 3rd, 2019? 

 
 
Dated at Hartford, Vermont this 14th day of January, 2020. 

 
SELECTBOARD MEMBERS OF THE TOWN OF HARTFORD 

 
Simon Dennis, Selectboard Chair 

Richard Grassi, Selectboard Vice-Chair 

Dennis Brown, Selectboard Clerk 

Jameson Davis, Selectboard Member 

Dan Fraser, Selectboard Member 

Alan Johnson, Selectboard Member 

Kim Souza, Selectboard Member 

https://www.wri.org/blog/2015/12/cop21-glossary-terms-guiding-long-term-emissions-reduction-goal
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TOWN OF HARTFORD 
SELECTBOARD MINUTES 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019, 6:00pm  
Hartford Town Hall 
171 Bridge Street 

White River Junction, VT 05001 
 
Present: Simon Dennis, Selectboard Chair; Richard Grassi, Selectboard Vice Chair; Dennis 
Brown, Selectboard Clerk; Jameson Davis, Selectboard Member; Dan Fraser, Selectboard 
Member; Alan Johnson, Selectboard Member; Kim Souza, Selectboard Member; Brannon 
Godfrey, Town Manager; Lana Livingston, Administrative Assistant; Lori Hirshfield, Director of 
Planning and Development; Scott Hausler, Director of Parks & Recreation; Gail Ostrout, 
Director of Finance; Molly Smith; Tom Kahl, Erik Krauss; Lannie Collins; David Briggs. 
 

http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/10694?channel=1 
 

 
I. Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting: Selectboard Chair, Simon Dennis called the 

meeting to order at 6:01 P.M. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance: Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

III. Local Liquor Control Board: N/A 
 

IV. Order of Agenda – no changes. 
 

V. Selectboard 
 

1. Public, Selectboard Comments and Announcements: TBD 
 

2. Appointments 
 

a. Consider the Appointment of Molly Smith to a three-year term on the 
Energy Commission beginning December 17, 2019 and ending 
December 16, 2022. 
 
Selectboard Vice Chair, Dick Grassi made the motion to appoint 
Molly Smith to a three-year term on the Energy Commission 
beginning December 17, 2019 and ending December 16, 2022. 
Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis seconded the motion. All 
were in favor and the motion passed. 

http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/10694?channel=1
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b. Consider the Re-Appointment of Karen Watson to a three-year term 

on the Tree Board beginning December 17, 2019 and ending 
December 16, 2022. 
 
Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis made the motion to re-
appoint Karen Watson to a three-year term on the Tree Board 
beginning December 17, 2019 and ending December 16, 2022. 
Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson seconded the motion. All 
were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
3. Town Manager’s Report:  This Significant Activity Report ending December 13th. 

 
https://www.hartford-vt.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/175 

 
4. Board Reports, Motions & Ordinances 

 
a. TIF Update and Draft Warrant Language (Information Only) 

 
Lori Hirshfield, Director of Planning and Development presented an 
overview of the Town’s TIF District approved by the state in 2011.  The 
District encompasses downtown WRJ on both sides of the river.  Since 
2014, the Town voters have authorized projects and financing for 
$9,203,000 of Town infrastructure improvements to stimulate private 
investment in the TIF District.  This leaves $3,797,000 of the approved 
$13,000,000 Financing Plan for additional projects in the District. 

The focus of the discussion was to: 
• review the current status of the TIF program,  
• review remaining projects for implementation of the TIF District Plan, 

and 
• consider how to proceed with the remaining TIF projects for the March 

and November 2020 Town voting days given limited TIF Funds and the 
Town’s ability to incur TIF Program debt ending on March 31, 2021.   
 

Next Steps: is for the Selectboard to provide input/direction on projects for 
the March 2021 Town Meeting vote for further review and action at the 
January 7, 2020 Selectboard meeting. 

Citizen, David Briggs spoke to the Board about the Hartford Development 
Corporation. A WRJ downtown committee of business people. Mr. Briggs 
suggested that the Corporation could be reconstituted and be of benefit to 
the Selectboard by offering constructive citizen input. 

b. Parks and Recreation Van Lease Agreement (Motion Required) 
 
 Scott Hausler, Director of Parks and Recreation presented the plan for 

Funding to lease a municipal van that was approved in the FY20 budget.  
The Parks & Recreation Department sought proposals for the purchase of 
a 14-passenger +1 driver van.  Following evaluation of proposals, staff 
recommended the purchase/lease from Alliance Bus Group, Hudson, New 
Hampshire for a 2020 Mobility Transit U4X with Sliding Door.  The terms 

https://www.hartford-vt.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/175
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of the lease agreement with Key Government Finance include annual 
payment of $8,679.87 over a 7-year term with a non-appropriation clause.   
 
Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson made the motion to Authorize the 
Town Manager to execute the lease agreement with Key Government 
Finance for the Parks & Recreation Van.  Selectboard Member, Dan 
Fraser seconded the motion. 6 were in favor, 1 not in favor (Brown), 
the motion passed. 

 
c. Joint Selectboard & School Board Resolution Declaring Climate 

Emergency (Motion Required) 
 

 At its regular meeting on September 24, the Selectboard created the Ad 
Hoc Climate Advisory Committee and approved a charge. The Committee 
was charged with drafting proposed language for a Climate Emergency 
Declaration no later than December 4, 2019. On December 5th, the Ad Hoc 
Climate Advisory Committee met for the fourth time and voted to propose 
the attached draft Joint Resolution Declaring a Climate Emergency for 
consideration.   

 
  Selectboard Dan Fraser (with a friendly amendment made by Alan 

Johnson) made the motion to adopt the resolution as presented. 
Selectboard Clerk, Dennis Brown seconded the motion. All were in 
favor and the motion passed. 

 
    
 A Joint Resolution Declaring a Climate Emergency  
TOWN OF HARTFORD, TOWN OF HARTFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT  
In the year 2019, the Town of Hartford and Town of Hartford School District jointly resolve as 
follows:  
WHEREAS, a 2018 report from the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) states that in 2017 the planet had warmed by 1°C (1.8°F) above pre-industrial 
levels and is accelerating to reach 1.5°C (2.7°F) in 20 to 30 years; and  
WHEREAS, the IPCC Report further states that to limit global temperature increase to 1.5°C 
(2.7°F), Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from human activities must fall to 45% of 2010 
levels by 2030; and  
WHEREAS, the overwhelming scientific consensus that global warming results from human 
activities, primarily deforestation and GHG emissions from fossil fuel use; and  
WHEREAS, globally there is an exponential increase in natural disasters driven by more 
energy in the atmosphere from global warming; and  
WHEREAS, Vermont is currently experiencing rising temperatures and more intense storms 
with measurable negative impacts on health, water quality, farms, and forests; and  
WHEREAS, Hartford has three rivers flowing through it, and therefore, is disproportionately 
affected by extreme rain and snow thaw events; and  
WHEREAS, Hartford roads face degradation from higher temperatures, active damage from 
storms, and operational impacts from flooding, fires, and landslides; and  
WHEREAS, more frequent and increasingly violent storms are disrupting water supplies and 
causing wastewater to be released into rivers and lakes; and  
WHEREAS, to achieve such reductions will require rapid transformational change across all 
sectors toward energy efficiency, renewable energy, and more resilient development; and  
WHEREAS, the climate emergency is adversely affecting the health and wellbeing of millions 
of people, and is threatening the lives and livelihoods of billions with malnutrition, floods, 
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destructive winds and precipitation, tsunamis, species extinction, landslides, extreme heat 
and cold, droughts, wildfires, increases in ground-level ozone, and infectious diseases; and  
WHEREAS, the climate emergency disproportionately affects the most disadvantaged 
members of society;  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Hartford and Town of Hartford 
School District jointly declare that a climate emergency exists which threatens local, regional, 
national, and international communities, with a real and immediate danger to human health 
and safety; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Hartford and Town of Hartford School District 
both make mitigation of global warming and adaptation to the effects thereof a defining focus 
for planning, funding, and action; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Hartford and Town of Hartford School District 
commit to reducing town-wide GHG emissions by 45% below 2010 levels by 2025 and 
achieving net-zero GHG emissions by 2030; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Hartford’s response to the climate emergency be just and 
equitable, especially with respect to the most vulnerable and impacted members of society; 
and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that both the Selectboard and the School Board will take into 
account the fiscal impacts of the climate emergency, balancing costs of action and inaction on 
the climate, environment, local economy, human health and safety; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Hartford and Town of Hartford School District 
will produce an action plan by the end of September 2020 that identifies action steps in 
response to the climate emergency and explains how progress will be tracked and measured; 
and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Hartford and Town of Hartford School District 
will update the public annually on progress toward the mitigation and adaptation goals; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Selectboard and School Board issue a call to action to 
all residents and businesses of Hartford to take steps toward eliminating fossil fuel use, such 
as weatherizing buildings; installing efficient electric heating, cooling, and renewable 
generation systems; walking, biking, public transit, and switching to electric vehicles; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Selectboard and School Board call on state, national, 
and international leaders to declare a climate emergency, to enact just and equitable policies 
to eliminate fossil fuel use and other efforts to halt global warming as quickly as possible, and 
to fully prepare for those effects of the climate emergency to which we fail to avoid. 

 
d. Joint Meeting with the School Board: Jan. 13, 2020 Informational 

meeting on Town Meeting Warrant (Information Only) 
 
As part of the annual Town Meeting cycle, an Informational Meeting 
on the items proposed for consideration on the Town Meeting 
agenda has traditionally been held in early January, prior to the 
preparation of the  
 
This meeting will be a Joint Meeting with the School Board, and will 
be on Monday, January 13, 2020 at 6:00pm at the Hartford High 
School Auditorium. This is not a statutorily required meeting, 
however it is an opportunity to gauge public interest in ballot issues 
including potential bonds, budgets and other questions, such as the 
Welcoming Hartford Ordinance and Climate Emergency Resolution.  
The Town will have a TIF bond and potentially other capital projects 
such as parking improvements and outdoor pool for indebtedness to 
be considered on the Town Meeting ballot.  There are no bond 
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issues proposed by the School Board for the 2020 Town Meeting at 
this time.   

 
e. Authorization for the Chair to sign AP & payroll manifest on behalf of 

the Selectboard on December 31st (Motion Required) 
 

  The Selectboard will not meet on December 31, 2019, a regular 
meeting night on the eve of a holiday.  The Selectboard will have 
already met for three meetings in December, and will have five 
meetings in January: two regular meetings (Jan. 14 & 28); two budget 
workshops (Jan. 7 & 9); one informational meeting (Jan. 13).   
 
Selectboard Clerk, Dennis Brown made the motion to Authorize 
the Chair to sign the Accounts Payable and Payroll manifests on 
December 31, 2019 on behalf of the Selectboard, with ratification 
by the Selectboard at its next meeting on January 7, 2020.  
Selectboard Member, Kim Souza seconded the motion. All were 
in favor and the motion passed. 

 
f. Budget Workshop: (Information Only) 

 
• Governmental - Selectboard, Boards, Manager, Legal, 

Building, Finance, Assessor, Tax Collection (Fund 10: 
111,115, 121,141,161, 171,173, 174, 175) 
 

• Parks & Recreation (Fund 10: 511, 514,515, 516, 521, 
524, 527, 528,530, 531) 
 

• Planning & Development (Fund 10: 611, 621, 622, 623, 
624, 625, 626, 627) 

 
• Debt Service (Fund 10: 912) – Discussed under 

Governmental. 
 

 
5. Commission Meeting Reports: Kim Souza reported that the Design Review 

Committee’s latest review was of the Main Street Museum’s Tower 
improvements. Dick Grassi said the Parks & Recreation Commission will see 
you on the 9th of January. 

 
6. Consent Agenda: Selectboard Member, Kim Souza made the motion to 

approve the Consent Agenda as listed. Selectboard Member, Jameson 
Davis seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Approve Payroll Ending: 12/14/2019 
Approve Meeting Minutes of: 12/3/2019 and 12/10/2019 
Approve A/P Manifest of: 12/13/2019 & 12/17/2019 
Selectboard Meeting Dates of:   
- Already Approved: 1/7/2020, 1/9/2020, 1/14/2020 (1/16 snow date) and 

1/28/2020. 
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- Other: 1/13/2020 Town Meeting Warrant Informational Meeting (HHS) 
 

7. Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting (Motion Required): 
 

Selectboard Vice Chair, Dick Grassi made the motion to Adjourn the meeting at 
10:15 P.M. Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis seconded the motion. All were 
in favor and the motion passed. 

 
All Meetings of the Hartford Selectboard are open to the public. Persons who are seeking action by the 
Selectboard are asked to submit their request and/or materials to the Selectboard Chair or Town Manager’s 
office no later than noon on the Wednesday preceding the scheduled meeting date. Requests received after 
that date will be addressed at the discretion of the Chair. Citizens wishing to address the board should do so 
during the Citizen Comments period. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
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TOWN OF HARTFORD  

SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 

And Budget Workshop 
Tuesday, January 7, 2020, 6:00pm  

Hartford Town Hall 
171 Bridge Street 

White River Junction, VT 05001 
 

Present: Simon Dennis, Selectboard Chair; Richard Grassi, Selectboard Vice Chair; Dennis 
Brown, Selectboard Clerk; Jameson Davis, Selectboard Member; Dan Fraser, Selectboard 
Member; Alan Johnson, Selectboard Member; Kim Souza, Selectboard Member; Brannon 
Godfrey, Town Manager; Lana Livingston, Administrative Assistant; Lori Hirshfield, Director of 
Planning and Development; Gary Schall; Judith Roberts; Nadine Hodgdon; Beverly 
Pallmerine; David Izzo; Tommy Bauch; Jane Abbott Sweatt; Henry Hazen; Sandra Vary; 
Genda Gofberg; Ken Parker; Sue Buckholz; Lannie Collins; Jim Dow; John & Gail Schaal. 

 
http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/10818?channel=1 

 
I. Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting 

Selectboard Chair, Simon Dennis called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 
Town Manager, Brannon Godfrey led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. Local Liquor Control Board: N/A 
 

IV. Order of Agenda: None 
 

V. Selectboard 
 

1. Public, Selectboard Comments and Announcements:  
 
No Citizen Comments. 
 
Selectboard Comments: Dennis Brown visited the WABA facility and said “it is 
awesome.” 
 
Kim Souza asked what the protocol is now with the Chair, Simon Dennis, is no 
longer taking emails. Dick Grassi agreed to take emails intended for the Chair 
and Dan Fraser agreed to call Simon if needed.  
 

http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/10818?channel=1
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Jameson Davis let everyone know that the Quechee Library will be hosting “I 
am VT too” January 18th to January 31st. Jameson will be on the panel 
discussion on the 25th at 11:00 A.M. 
 
Simon Dennis commented that the Thursday agenda will include the Climate 
Initiative and the Welcoming Hartford Ordinance. 

 
2. Appointments: N/A 

 
3. Town Manager’s Report: None.   

 
4. Board Reports, Motions & Ordinances 

 
a. TIF Projects List (Information Only) Presented by Lori Hirshfield, 

Director of Planning and Development. 
 
The estimate for the South Main Street Parking Lot improvements 
has been updated since the December 17th meeting. It is now 
$1,663,000. Therefore, the projects for consideration are as follows: 

• Town Square Parking Lot/Park   $   811,700 
• S. Main St. Surface Parking Lot Expansion $1,822,600 
• Maple St. Sidewalk     $     32,300 

Total       $2,666,600 
 

That leaves a balance of $1,130,400 of unobligated TIF funds for other 
downtown TIF-eligible capital improvements and related costs for 
consideration at the November general election. The debt for these 
projects would be financed through bonds or other TIF approved 
financing mechanism, and serviced with the 75% Town and State tax 
increment. 

 
It was discussed if the items will be broken out on the ballot or 
presented as one item. No clear decision was made at this time. 
 
b. Resolution: TIF Indebtedness. Declaring intent to reimburse certain 

expenditures from proceeds of TIF indebtedness. (Motion Required) 
 

This item will be discussed on the January 14th agenda. The 
numbers will be updated at that time. 
 

c. Budget Workshop: (Information Only) 
 

• Libraries: All 4 Libraries presented what their Libraries do for 
services. There is a wide variety of services and special events 
at all the Libraries. They all had increased activity and are a hub 
for their village and beyond. 

 
• Cemeteries: The cemetery representatives all expressed deep 

concern for their future. They asked for funds at the minimum to 
cover mowing next year. Without more funds the repairs to 
stones, tree work and roads will not be addressed. Christian 
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Street Cemetery will not have anyone to take care of it after this 
year. Potentially it will need to be taken over by the Town. 
Dennis Brown suggested to form a Cemetery Committee (not 
Commission) and they could take over sooner as a Commission 
would involve a Charter change. Dan Fraser suggested using 
volunteers to help maintain the cemeteries. Alan Johnson said to 
just do it and pull it from the general fund, do not go to the voters. 

   Simon Dennis agreed to not hand it to the voters and that the            
      Selectboard would take another crack on it at another meeting. 

 
• Service Organizations: Gary Schall from Bugbee Senior Center 

asked to put the amount of $12,770 back in to their budget for 
general repairs. It was an error that it was left off their budget. 

 
d. Approval of December 31 AP & Payroll Manifests (Motion Required) 

 
Selectboard Vice Chair, Dick Grassi made the motion to Approve the 
Accounts Payable and Payroll manifests for December 31, 2019. 
Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis seconded the motion. All were in favor 
and the motion passed. 

 
5. Commission Meeting Reports:  

Alan Johnson reported for the Hartford Conservation Commission that in 
February they will present an updated Town Forest Management Plan. 
 
Dan Fraser reported that the Homelessness Committee will soon be submitting 
a draft plan to the Selectboard. 
 
Dennis Brown from the Historical Preservation Commission is now working on 
the WWI honor roll and they will be restoring it on a hybrid model not the 
original. More on this will come later.  
 
Kim Souza reminded everyone of the event at Bugbee on January 27th at 
6:30P.M., “Is Hartford Ready.” 

 
6. Consent Agenda: N/A 

 
7. Executive Session:  
 
Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis made the Motion that pursuant to 1 VSA 
313(a)(1)(B) that the premature general public knowledge of the 
Comprehensive Tentative Agreement with the Fire Union dated December 13, 
2019 will clearly place the Selectboard at a substantial disadvantage." at  9:40 
P.M. Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson seconded the motion. All were in 
favor and the motion passed. 
 
Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis made the Motion to go into executive 
session to discuss the Comprehensive Tentative Agreement dated 
December 13, 2019. Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson seconded the 
motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
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Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson made the motion to close the executive 
session    at 10:26 P.M. Selectboard Member, Dan Fraser seconded the 
motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
8. Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting (Motion Required): 
 

Selectboard Member, Dan Fraser made the motion to Adjourn the meeting 
at 10:27 P.M. Selectboard Clerk, Dennis Brown seconded the motion. All 
were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
 

All Meetings of the Hartford Selectboard are open to the public. Persons who are 
seeking action by the Selectboard are asked to submit their request and/or materials 
to the Selectboard Chair or Town Manager’s office no later than noon on the 
Wednesday preceding the scheduled meeting date. Requests received after that date 
will be addressed at the discretion of the Chair. Citizens wishing to address the 
board should do so during the Citizen Comments period. 
 
 
___________________________________ 
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TOWN OF HARTFORD  

SPECIAL SELECTBOARD Minutes 
And Budget Workshop 

Thursday, January 9, 2020, 6:00pm  
Hartford Town Hall 
171 Bridge Street 

White River Junction, VT 05001 
 
Present: Simon Dennis, Selectboard Chair; Richard Grassi, Selectboard Vice Chair; Dennis 
Brown, Selectboard Clerk; Jameson Davis, Selectboard Member; Dan Fraser, Selectboard 
Member; Alan Johnson, Selectboard Member; Kim Souza, Selectboard Member; Brannon 
Godfrey, Town Manager; Lana Livingston, Administrative Assistant; Lannie Collins; Thomas 
Scarlata; Lori Hirshfield; Scott Hausler; Hannah Tyler; Ali Brokenshire; Kristopher Lewis; Sara 
Hickey; Brett Mayfield; Paige Heverly; Hildegard Ojibway; Travis Husna. 
 

http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/10822?channel=1 
 

I. Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting 
Selectboard Chair, Simon Dennis called the meeting to order at 6:03 P.M. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance: Selectboard Vice Chair, Dick Grassi led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 
 

III. Local Liquor Control Board: N/A 
 

IV. Order of Agenda: No changes at this time. 
 

V. Selectboard 
 

1. Public, Selectboard Comments and Announcements:  
No Citizen Comments. 
 
Selectboard Comments: Jameson Davis reminder that JAG Festival Feb 7 – 9. 
 
Alan Johnson is collecting signatures for the Summer Lunch Program by 
Hartford Community Coalition. 

 
2. Appointments: N/A 

 
3. Town Manager’s Report: None.   

 
4. Board Reports, Motions & Ordinances 

http://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/10822?channel=1
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a. Pool Construction Estimate (Information Only) Presentation by Scott 

Hausler and Thomas Scarlata.  
 
Recommended Option: 
 
Option 1 with Maximum 8 ft Depth 
Construction Cost $ 3,107,215 
4% Escalation $ 124,289, 
Adjusted Total Project Cost $ 3,231,504 
 

b. Parking Facility Alternatives Construction Estimates (Information 
Only) 
 
Hannah Tyler, Chris Holzwarth and Lori Hirshfield did a presentation 
on sites that have been mentioned as potential parking lots in the 
downtown area of White River Jct. 
 
None of the sites seem to be viable options and the 
recommendation is still to do the South Main Street surfacing project 
that could add up to 50 new parking spaces. 
 

c. Submittal of 2020 TIF Phased Project Implementation to Vermont 
Economic Progress Council (Motion Required) 
 

The following are the next set of projects to continue to support economic 
development in Downtown WRJ, for consideration at the March 3, 2020 
Town Meeting vote.  Total estimated cost is $2,666,600, which includes 
related costs. 

• Town Square Municipal Parking Lot/Park (Between Joe Reed Dr and 
Gates St): Reconstruction including drainage, layout, lighting, 
handicapped accessibility vehicular/pedestrian circulation & safety, 
sidewalks, paving, and landscaping. Estimate = $811,700.   

• South Main Street Municipal Surface Parking: Reconstruction and 
additional surface parking. Estimate = $1,822,600 

• Maple Street Along #87 and #101: Sidewalk, curbing, lighting and green 
strip.  Estimate = $32,300 

The Town Square parking lot will require substantial change approval 
given an increase in project cost from the $275,000 in the TIF District Plan, 
due to increases in construction costs since 2011 and design changes. 

 
Selectboard Vice-Chair, Dick Grassi made the motion to 
Authorize the Town Manager to submit to VEPC on January 10, 
2020, the TIF phased filing and substantial change request for 
the next set of TIF projects, conditioned on Selectboard approval 
on January 14, 2020 following the required public hearing. 
Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis seconded the motion. All 
were in favor and the motion passed. 
 

d. CIP (Motion Required) Capital Improvement Plan. 
 

Town Manager, Brannon presented a CIP proposal. After some 
discussion the Selectboard asked Mr. Godfrey to come back with 
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another proposal using an updated chart that shows the latest 
priority order. Mr. Grassi and Mr. Brown both agreed that the Pool 
and Fairview Terrace should be high up on the list. 
 
Selectboard Member, Alan Johnson made the motion to not put 
the Pool on the March Ballot asking the voters for an answer on 
the Bond for the Pool. Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis 
seconded the motion. 2 were in favor (Dennis & Johnson), 5 
were not in favor (Souza, Brown, Fraser, Davis & Grassi.) The 
motion failed. The Bond for the Pool will be on the March 
Ballot. 

 
e. Budget Wrap Up (Information Only) Postponed. 

 
f. Climate Advisory Committee Ballot Initiative (Motion Required) 

 
Since its formation, the Committee has met six times in order to fulfill its 
charge. The Committee developed a Climate Emergency Resolution, which 
the Selectboard adopted at the December 17th Selectboard meeting. The 
Resolution included, among other things, a commitment to achieve net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, and to develop a Climate Action Plan 
identifying steps to meet this objective.  

 
After the Selectboard adopted the Resolution, the Committee met twice to 
discuss items 2 and 3 of its charge. Several potential ballot initiatives were 
proposed at these meetings, but the Committee agreed that putting a specific 
policy or program before the voters prior to the completion of the Climate 
Action Plan would be premature. Instead, the Committee recommends the 
following: 

 
1. Inclusion of funding in the FY 21 budget for a consultant to support the 

development of the Climate Action Plan. Hartford’s Energy Coordinator 
reviewed the Town’s past contract with VEIC for consulting work on a Five 
Year Energy Action Plan, and spoke with a consultant at VEIC. Based on 
this information, he believes an appropriate request is $25,000-$30,000.  

 
2. Inclusion of the following Warrant item on the March 3, 2020 Town meeting 

ballot:  
 

“Shall the operation, development, and maintenance of the Town of 
Hartford’s (and, with approval, Town of Hartford School District's) 
municipal infrastructure and equipment be required to achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2027?” 

 
The Committee felt that while specific policy or program proposals were 
inappropriate before the completion of the Climate Action Plan, the 
municipality should lead by example in meeting the town-wide target of 
net-zero by 2030, and therefore the Town should set a more aggressive 
goal for itself.  

 
 
A few of the Selectboard members were concerned with the wording “be 
required.” This felt to some that if it was not achieved there would be 
penalties of which no one knows what they would be. 
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Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis made the motion to approve 
the ballot initiative. Selectboard Alan Johnson seconded the motion. 5 
were in favor (Souza, Fraser, Dennis, Johnson & Davis) and 2 were not 
in favor (Grassi & Brown). The motion passed. 
 

g. Welcoming Hartford Ordinance – Potential Amendment/Retraction of 
Ballot Initiative (Motion Required) 

 
Town Manager, Brannon Godfrey reviewed the proposed Welcoming 
Hartford Ordinance which had the added format of an introductory 
Purpose and Intent section and also the addition of a savings clause 
that was determined necessary by the attorneys that reviewed the 
document for the Town. 
 
Selectboard Alan Johnson made the motion to table this 
discussion of Welcoming Hartford Ordinance indefinitely. 
Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis seconded the motion. 6 were 
in favor and 1 (Grassi) was opposed. The motion passed. 
 

5. Commission Meeting Reports:  
 
Simon Dennis asked for volunteers to present at the Monday Night Warrant 
Information presentations. Results: Pool - Hilde Ojibway, TIF Bonds – Jameson 
Davis, Climate Action – Jack Spicer and Erik Krauss, Welcoming Hartford 
Ordinance – Sue Buckholz & Brannon Godfrey. 

 
6.   Consent Agenda: N/A 

 
7. Executive Session: N/A 

 
8. Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting (Motion Required): 
 
Selectboard Vice-Chair, Dick Grassi made the motion to close the meeting. 
Selectboard Member, Jameson Davis seconded the motion. All were in favor 
and the motion passed at 10:45 P.M. 
 
 

All Meetings of the Hartford Selectboard are open to the public. Persons who are 
seeking action by the Selectboard are asked to submit their request and/or materials 
to the Selectboard Chair or Town Manager’s office no later than noon on the 
Wednesday preceding the scheduled meeting date. Requests received after that date 
will be addressed at the discretion of the Chair. Citizens wishing to address the 
board should do so during the Citizen Comments period. 
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